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WE ARE AT WAR!

Session One
Know Your Enemy

Warfare

Our Enemy

WHO IS OUR ENEMY?

As Christians, we must be aware of the fact that we are involved
in warfare. One of Satan's main strategies has been to blind our
eyes to the conflict we are in, and thus make us defenseless
against his attacks. But God has given us every weapon we need
to be victorious over our enemy!

2 Corinthians 10:3-4 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war
according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but
mighty in God for pulling down strongholds.

We are under attack from the enemy in all areas of our daily lives
and relationships — in our: Families — Jobs — Neighbors — Bodies
(health) — Finances

1 Timothy 6:12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which
you were also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence
of many witnesses.

The Devil

Schemes

If we know that we are at war, it is important to establish who our
enemy is. The apostle Paul describes our enemy quite graphically.
He said we wrestle not against flesh and blood, people.

Ephesians 6:12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age,
against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.

We have been fighting the wrong battles, the wrong enemy with
the wrong weapons. We need to know who the enemy is.

Peter made it clear that our adversary is the devil.

1 Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about
like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.

The devil's wiles are his schemes, strategies and plans of
deception, which he uses against us. As we become aware of his
plans, we must become more aware of the armor and weapons
that God has provided for our battle. The armor is for our defense.
The weapons are for our victorious offense against our enemies.



Satan uses deception,

John 8:32 "And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."

wiles, schemes, and strategies.

A Warning

Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil.

Be Occupied with Jesus — Know Your Authority — Never be
intimidated by Devil — Know the Word of God if we are to be
victorious. We are not to become preoccupied or overly impressed
with the devil, his demons, or his schemes. Instead, we are to be
occupied with Jesus. As we become aware of our restored
authority through Jesus, boldness will arise within our spirits. We
will not be intimidated by the devil or his schemes.

GOD CREATED ANGELIC BEINGS

God Is Eternal

God Created Angels

God is eternal. He has always existed and He is the Creator of all
things.

John 1:1-3 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made
through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.

As the Son of God,

Jesus created all things including the angels. They were not only
created by Him, but they were created for His divine purpose.

Colossians 1:16,17 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and
that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. And
He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.

When Paul listed thrones, dominions, principalities and powers,

it was a reference to angels. He used terms that referred to their
functions.

They have different titles:
¢ Archangel
¢ Cherubim
¢ Seraphim
¢ Living Creatures



GOD CREATED LUCIFER

They have different functions:
¢ Thrones
¢ Dominions
¢ Principalities
¢ Powers

Since we know that Jesus created all things, we know that He
created Lucifer.

Lucifer's Former Position

Lucifer's Description

Covered with Jewels

Beautiful Voice

Isaiah 14:12 How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!
How you are cut down to the ground, you who weakened the nations!

Job 38:7 ..when the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God
shouted for joy?

The prophet Ezekiel and the prophet Isaiah give us an insight into
Lucifer's description.

Ezekiel 28:12b ...Thus says the Lord God: “You were the seal of perfection, full
of wisdom and perfect in beauty.”

Ezekiel 28:13a ... every precious stone was your covering: The sardius, topaz,
and diamond, beryl, onyx, and jasper, sapphire, turquoise, and emerald with
gold.

Ezekiel 28:13b ...The workmanship of your timbrels and pipes was prepared for
you on the day you were created.

Timbrels are the percussion instruments. Pipes are the wind
instruments.

Isaiah 14:11a Your pomp is brought down to Sheol, and the sound of your
stringed instruments.

His voice sounded like a great orchestra including the string
instruments.



Lucifer's Function

Guardian of Throne

Praise Leader

The prophet Ezekiel wrote what Lucifer's original function was.

Ezekiel 28:14 You were the anointed cherub who covers; | established you; you
were on the holy mountain of God; you walked back and forth in the midst of
fiery stones.

Cherubs were on both sides of the mercy seat covering the Ark of
the Covenant (Exodus 25:18-22), Lucifer was next to God in the
place of greatest honor. As the Morning Star or Son of the Dawn,
he covered and protected God's throne and reflected God's
radiance and glory. He was anointed as a guardian cherub. He
was entrusted by God to the place of greatest responsibility.

From the description of his musical voice, it appears that he led all
the angels in their praise and worship of God and he guarded
God's throne with a covering of praise and worship.

WAR IN HEAVEN - LUCIFER'S FALL

Caused by Pride / Rebellion

“I Wills”

Ezekiel 28:15,17 You were perfect in your ways from the day you were
created, till iniquity was found in you.

Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom
for the sake of your splendor; | cast you to the ground, | laid you before kings,
that they might gaze at you.

Lucifer was perfect until he centered his attention on his own
beauty instead of on the beauty of the One who had created him.
Pride entered. He thought about his own brightness instead of
keeping his attention on the radiant brightness of God Himself.

There was one will; the will of God that ruled the universe until
pride entered into Lucifer.

Isaiah 14:12-14
+ | will ascend into heaven,
+ | will exalt my throne above the stars of God;

+ | will also sit on the mount of the congregation on the
farthest sides of the north;

+ | will ascend above the heights of the clouds,
+ | will be like the Most High.



Lucifer Judged

The Battle

Isaiah 14:15-17 Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol, to the lowest depths
of the Pit. Those who see you will gaze at you, and consider you, saying: "lIs
this the man who made the earth tremble, who shook kingdoms, who made the
world as a wilderness and destroyed its cities, who did not open the house of
his prisoners?’

In rebellion, Lucifer exercised his will in opposition to the will of
God. As expressed in the five “I wills” of Lucifer, the deception and

expression of his rebellion was progressive to the point of
attempting to replace God upon the throne in heaven.

Revelation 12:7-10 And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought
against the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, but they did not
prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer.

Satan and Angels Cast Out

Result of War

So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and
Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels
were cast out with him.

Then | heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation, and strength, and
the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the
accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has
been cast down.”

Ezekiel 28:16 By the abundance of your trading you became filled with violence
within, and you sinned; therefore | cast you as a profane thing out of the
mountain of God; and | destroyed you, O covering cherub, from the midst of the
fiery stones.

Lucifer and his angels were cast out of heaven.

One-Third of Angels Fell

Thrown down to Earth

One-third of the angels were under Lucifer's command and they
fell with him. Other angels, under the command of Michael and
Gabriel, remained faithful to God.

Revelation 12:4a His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to
the earth.

Lucifer and “his angels” were flung down to the planet earth.

Revelation 12:9 So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called
the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth,
and his angels were cast out with him.
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Change of Names

Change of Nature

The names of Lucifer were changed. Where he had been given
such lofty titles as Son of the Morning and the Anointed Cherub,
his names became: dragon — serpent — devil — Satan.

The angels under Lucifer's authority, those who followed him in
rebellion, kept their organizational structure of thrones, powers,
rulers, and authorities, but their names were changed to reflect
their fallen nature. They were now called demons, devils, evil
spirits.

Satan's total nature changed.

He was: the Morning star — the Son of the Morning — the one who
had led praise and worship — the one who guarded and protected
the throne of God.

He became: corrupt — humiliated — outcast from Heaven

He lost his great beauty — his high position in the kingdom of God
- His heavenly nature.

He became dark — ugly — evil — full of hatred. This was the result
of his sins of pride and rebellion.

EARTH CREATED BY GOD

To be Inhabited

Became Without Form

In Genesis we are told that God created the earth.

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

Isaiah 45:18 For thus says the Lord, Who created the heavens, Who is God,
Who formed the earth and made it, Who has established it, Who did not create
it in vain, Who formed it to be inhabited: “I am the Lord, and there is no other.”

However, Genesis 1:2 describes the earth as without form, void
and dark. In Hebrew, the word translated into English as “was”
could just as accurately be translated as “became.”

Geesis 1:2 Genesis 1:2 The earth was (became) without form, and void; and
darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over
the face of the waters.

In Jeremiah, we find the same Hebrew word used.
Jeremiah 4:23-27 | beheld the earth, and indeed it was (became) without form,
and void; and the heavens, they had no light. | beheld the mountains, and indeed

they trembled, and all the hills moved back and forth. | beheld, and indeed there
was no man, and all the birds of the heavens had fled.
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Satan Came to Earth

Earth Restored by God

| beheld, and indeed the fruitful land was a wilderness, and all its cities were
broken down at the presence of the Lord, by His fierce anger. For thus says the
Lord: “The whole land shall be desolate; yet | will not make a full end.”

It is possible that Satan was cast down to earth between Genesis
1:1 and Genesis 1:2. Try to imagine Satan as he was cast to this
earth. He had held one of the highest positions in heaven. He had
beauty beyond description. He was a reflector of the glory of God.
However in his rebellion, he desired even more. He desired to rule
in heaven.

There was a battle. He and the angels following him were cast to
earth. Everywhere Satan looked, he was reminded of the Creator
God whom he now hated so much. He was reminded of all that he
had lost by his rebellion.

Perhaps Satan, as the one who came to steal, kill, and destroy, in
his blind hatred and anger had actually destroyed this earth. The
only thing that Satan had left to rule over had become empty, void,
and existed in total darkness. Lucifer had desired to rule over the
entire universe. Now, all he had left was one small, dark, empty
planet.

In Genesis 1:2, we read that the Spirit of God was hovering over
the waters. Genesis 1:3 states that God said “Let there be light.”
Satan knew that voice! Imagine how he must have panicked when
he heard the voice of God. Even here on earth he could not hide
from God. Even here, God was not going to leave him alone. How
horrified Satan must have been as he watched God restore the
earth to its original beauty in the next five days.

God had a plan. “Then God Said”

The earth was recreated through spoken words. It is important to
understand that God spoke back into existence all that had been
destroyed.

Genesis 1:3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.

v. 6 Then God said, “Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and
let it divide the waters from the waters.”

v. 9 Then God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together
into one place, and let the dry land appear”; and it was so.

v. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb that yields
seed, and the fruit tree that yields fruit according to its kind, whose seed is in
itself, on the earth;” and it was so.
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v. 14 Then God said, “Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to
divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs and seasons, and for
days and years.”

v. 20 Then God said, “Let the waters abound with an abundance of living
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the face of the firmament of
the heavens.”

v. 24 Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth the living creature according
to its kind cattle and creeping thing and beast of the earth, each according to
its kind;"” and it was so.

v. 26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the
air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth.”

v. 29 And God said, “See, | have given you every herb that yields seed which
is on the face of all the earth, and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it
shall be for food.”

Imagine Satan exclaiming to his demons, “Why can't God leave us
alone? He has His whole universe to run and all that we have is
this one little planet!” Panic and hatred must have gripped Satan
as each day for five days, the voice of God was heard. As God
spoke, the earth was restored. The intensity of Satan's hatred
toward God must have grown each day.

Note:

Bible scholars are not agreed on the sequence of events that
relate to Satan's fall and the creation of man. The material in this
lesson is based on the “gap theory” which teaches that there is a
“gap” in time between verse one and verse two in the first chapter
of Genesis. This theory teaches that Satan was cast down to earth
after his rebellion and therefore, the earth became formless,
empty and dark as described in verse two.

Others teach that Satan's rebellion and fall occurred after man
was created. Also, scholars are not agreed as to the timing of
Satan's banishment from heaven to earth.

It is not as important to agree with the sequence of events as
described in this lesson, as it is to understand that man, created in
God's image, was given absolute authority and dominion on this
earth. It is also important to understand that this is the reason why
Satan hates mankind so much.
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AUTHORITY GIVEN TO MANKIND

Created in God's Image

On the sixth day He created man and woman in His image and
gave them authority over all that was living on the face of the earth.

Let Them Have Dominion

Given God's Life

Authority over Satan

In Genesis one, we are told that mankind was created in the
image of God. In Genesis nine, we are told the same thing again.

Genesis 9:6 Whoever sheds man's blood, by man his blood shall be shed; for in
the image of God He made man.

Knowing that men and women were created as a mirror image of
God is important to the understanding of this subject because
God's image is one of authority.

God formed the body of man from the dust of the ground with His
hands, and then He breathed into him the very breath of God. God
breathed into mankind His very nature.

He gave us His life. The life of God is in us!

Genesis 2:7 And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.

After the war in heaven, Satan had been cast to earth. Can you
imagine his horror as he watched God create mankind, breathe
into him the very life of God, and then give to this new creation
rule and dominion over every living thing on the face of the earth?
Satan was living on the earth! The dominion given to man
included authority over Satan and his followers. Satan’s intense
hatred for God was turned upon this new creation that looked like
God, walked like God and has the life of God within. That's why
we are at war. His goal became to Kill, steal and destroy this new
creation. He began to use deception to defeat man. That is why
Satan hates us. That is why we are at war.

13



Group Discussion
1. What are the weapons that God has provided for our battle against the devil?

2, Discuss the five “l wills” of Lucifer (Isaiah 14:12-14) and the pride behind each
one.

Self Study

1. How can a person stop being preoccupied with the devil and become occupied
with Jesus instead?

2. God’s image is one of authority. We are made in the image of God. What do
these two truths tell us about our image?

3. Why is Satan’s goal to kill, steal, and destroy God’s Creation, man?
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Session Two

AUTHORITY ON EARTH
“LET THEM HAVE DOMINION OVER EARTH AND EVERYTHING IN IT.”

God'’s Purpose

God’s created purpose is embodied in His command, “Let them
have dominion over all the earth and everything in it.”

Genesis 1:26-28a Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to
Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of

the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth.”

So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him;
male and female He created them.

God Formed Eve
But it is not good for man to be alone.

Genesis 2:21-24 And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he
slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. Then the
rib which the Lord God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He
brought her to the man.

And Adam said: “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall
be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”

Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and
they shall become one flesh.

Satan was enraged. Now there were two who looked like God,
walked like God and talked like God.

All things under their feet

Psalm 8:4-6 What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son of man that
You visit him? For You have made him a little lower than the angels, And You
have crowned him with glory and honor. You have made him to have dominion
over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under his feet.

In the Hebrew language, the word used for angels is Elohim.

Psalm 115:16 The heaven, even the heavens, are the LORD'S: but the earth
hath he given to the children of men.

Psalm 24: The earth is the LORD'S, and the fulness thereof; the world, and
they that dwell therein.

God now had absolute authority and dominion in all the universe
except on planet Earth. Here He had given authority to these new
God-like creatures called man and woman. Man was not to have
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Satans intense hatred

authority over his fellow man. He was given authority over all of
God's creation on this earth and over Satan and his demons.
Rulership was given to man although God still owns the planet.
Now God cannot do anything on this earth without man’s
permission and access to the earth. That is why prayer is
important.

Satan hated Adam and Eve because they were created in God's
image. At the moment of their creation, they were given everything
he had tried to take by force.

+ They looked like God.
¢+ They talked like God.
+ They walked like God.

They had been given dominion over all the things on the earth and
that included Satan. That included everything he, Satan had
dominion over. That included “his” entire kingdom.

“I Wills” of Satan contrasted with God’s Plan for Man

Remember the “l wills” of Satan’s rebellion given in Isaiah.
Isaiah 14:13-15

< | will ascend into heaven,

< | will exalt my throne above the stars of God;

< | will also sit on the mount of the congregation on the farthest sides of the
north;

4 | will ascend above the heights of the clouds,

< | will be like the Most High.

Yet, you shall be brought down to Sheol, to the lowest depths of the Pit.

Everything Satan desired Given to Man

Everything Satan willed to be in his rebellion, God gave each thing
to man!

4+ Satan said, “l will ascend into heaven.”

Mankind was created to fellowship with God, to walk and talk with
God and to reign with him.

Revelation 20:6 Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first
resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be
priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years.

4+ Satan said, “l will exalt my throne above the stars of God.”

The stars of God refer to angels. Satan desired to be above the
angels in importance.

Corinthians 6:2,3 Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if
the world will be judged by you, are you unworthy to judge the smallest
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matters? Do you not know that we shall judge angels? How much more, things
that pertain to this life?

+ Satan said, “I will also sit on the mount of the congregation on
the farthest sides of the north.”

We are seated in the heavenly realms in Jesus.

Ephesians 2:6 ... and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus.

+ Satan said, “I will ascend above the heights of the clouds.”
We will meet Jesus in the air — in the clouds.

1 Thessalonians 4:16,17 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the
dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we
shall always be with the Lord.

4+ Satan said, “I will be like the Most High.”

Man was created in the image of God. Do you still wonder why
Satan hates mankind?

We have been created to Look like God—Talk like God—Walk like
God — Rule with God!

How humiliating it must be to Satan that we have been given
everything he tried to take in his rebellion. Satan saw that Adam
and Eve, and thus all mankind, had been given the very same life
and nature that God possessed. Satan must have been horrified
that mankind now had authority over everything on this earth. So,
Satan devised his own plan!

SATAN'S PLAN

Mankind Given Free Will

God gave Adam a free will. Adam had the power to choose
between obeying and disobeying. With that freedom of choice,
God also gave a penalty for disobedience. Man is not a robot. He
was created in the image of God.

Genesis 2:17 ... but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.

Satan’s Method

Satan had deceived the angels in heaven and one-third had
followed him in rebellion. He was experienced in using deception.

Disguised Himself
Questioned God

Satan chose to disguise himself as a serpent so that he could
come into the garden unnoticed. He had no right to be in the
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garden; Adam could have cast him out if Satan had boldly walked
in without a disguise.

Genesis 3:1a Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field
which the Lord God had made.

“Cunning” means to be sly or crafty. Satan was within the
serpent's body when he talked to Eve. Demons still possess
bodies today. That is their disguise and covering for the evil they
want to accomplish.

Genesis 3:1b And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, *You shall not
eat of every tree of the garden'?”

Satan questioned what God had said, and at the same time left
out the penalty for sin.

Quoted God

Notice that Satan quotes God's words in order to twist them into
his deception.

Genesis 3:2,3 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the
trees of the garden; but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the
garden, God has said, " You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.'

Eve added “touch” to what God had actually said, but she still
remembered the penalty.

Satan's Lie
Genesis 3:4b “You will not surely die.”

Satan contradicted what God had said, but Eve continued to listen.
Then Satan promised a reward for sin.

You Will be Like God

Genesis 3:5 “For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

Satan said to Eve and Adam, “Your eyes will be opened and you'll
be like God!” That does not make sense. They were already like
God but Satan tricked them into wanting more. Satan does not
necessarily make sense.

ADAM AND EVE SINNED

Both Sinned

Many times, we picture Eve alone when Satan, disguised as a
serpent, came to her. That is not what the scripture says. In verse
six, we read, “She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.”
They both stopped following God's Words, followed their natural
senses, listened to Satan, and ate the fruit.
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They Were Left
Defeated and Naked

Fig Leaf Religion

Genesis 3:6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it
was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of
its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.

When Adam and Eve disobeyed God and ate the fruit, God's
nature left them. They had been clothed in glorious light — the
nature of God — now they were naked. Using the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, Satan had deceived Adam and Eve;
tricked and defeated them. They had surrendered the keys of
authority and dominion to Satan. They fell short of the glory of
God. Satan has not changed. His tactics are the same today!

Satan had deceived them, and mankind was stripped of their
covering, dominion and authority.

Genesis 3:7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that
they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves
coverings.

Genesis 3:10 So he said, “I heard Your voice in the garden, and | was afraid
because | was naked; and | hid myself.”

They were afraid, hiding and trying to cover ourselves. Satan had
defeated Adam and Eve. They were spiritually dead.

Now, the former rulers of this earth were cowering and hiding
behind a bush! Mankind continues to try to cover themselves yet
today. The fig leaves that Adam and Eve used to cover
themselves are symbols of man’s attempt to cover his own sins.
They symbolize religions designed by man. Only the shed blood of
the Lamb of God can take away the sin of mankind.

Fear and Spiritual Death

It is important to understand that even after Adam and Eve sinned
they were still made in the image of God. However, they no longer
had the life of God in them. They were spiritually dead. Through
their sin and disobedience, they had surrendered their dominion to
Satan. So Satan became ruler of this world.

God'’s Plan has Not Changed

Genesis 9:1,2,6 So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them: “Be
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth. And the fear of you and the dread of you
shall be on every beast of the earth, on every hird of the air, on all that moves
on the earth, and on all the fish of the sea. They are given into your hand.”

“Whoever sheds man's blood, by man his blood shall be shed; for in the image
of God He made man.”
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Review

AFTER MAN SINNED

Man was still to: Be Fruitful-Multiply — Fill the earth — Subdue — To
have dominion and rule. Now, however, this would be done in pain,
by the sweat of the brow, and all living things would live in dread
of mankind.

God had created Adam and Eve to rule this earth. However, when
man disobeyed God and exercised his will contrary to God's will,
he died spiritually. He was robbed of his God-given authority and
dominion. However, God’s plan had not changed.

God's will was
for men and women to have
authority and dominion.
Satan’s will was
for mankind to rebel against God.

Adam and Eve had a choice to make
— they had a will to exercise.

They followed Satan in his rebellion. Satan stole from
Adam and Eve
the titles — rulers of this world,
and prince of this world.

Curses That Came
On Serpent

On Man and Earth

Genesis 3:14 So the Lord God said to the serpent: “Because you have done
this, you are cursed more than all cattle, and more than every beast of the
field; on your belly you shall go, and you shall eat dust all the days of your life.”

Man still had dominion over this world.

Genesis 3:18,19 Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, and you
shall eat the herb of the field. In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till
you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for dust you are, and to
dust you shall return.

The curse put on man was that he would toil the ground in pain to
secure food.

Genesis 3:17 Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the voice of
your wife, and have eaten from the tree of which | commanded you, saying,
“You shall not eat of it": Cursed is the ground for your sake; in toil you shall eat
of it all the days of your life.”
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On Satan

On Woman

Promise of Redemption

At the very time Satan gained his great victory over mankind, God
pronounced a curse on him.

Genesis 3:15 And | will put enmity between you and the woman, and between
your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.

God spoke to Satan, who was inside the serpent, and told him that
the seed of the woman would crush his head.

There were two parts to the curse put on women. She would bear
children in pain and man would rule over her.

Genesis 3:16 To the woman He said: “I will greatly multiply your sorrow and
your conception; in pain you shall bring forth children; Your desire shall be for
your husband, and he shall rule over you.”

When a woman accepts Jesus as her personal Savior, she
regains her created position. Jesus became the curse for her.

Galatians 3:13 Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having
become a curse for us (for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a
tree.”)

The curse put on Satan was also the first promise of the coming
Messiah. The “Seed” was a prophecy of Jesus who was to be
born of a woman. Satan would be under the feet of Jesus. Satan’s
head would be crushed.

Symbol of Future-Animals Slain

God Had a Plan

SATAN'S PLAN

The first shedding of blood was done by God to provide a covering
for Adam and Eve. This was a sign, or a type, of Jesus who would
be slain as atonement for the sins of the whole world.

Even at the darkest point in the history of the human race, God
had a plan of salvation for mankind. Jesus Christ, God’s Son, of
His own free will would give His life for us. By His death, He would
bring Satan’s defeat. Satan would strike Jesus’ heel, but Jesus
would crush Satan’s head. Satan’s authority would be crushed
and that authority would be restored to man according to God’s
original plan.

Satan's Deception

Satan has never stopped hating and fearing men and women who
were created to look and act like God. His plan of deception has
never stopped. Through deception, spiritual leaders through the
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Satan's Assignments

The result:

ages have been robbed of their power. They have become blind
leaders of the blind.

But God did not give up His Plan for mankind. The
shedding of blood was the first evidence of how God
would redeem mankind and His purpose would be
fulfilled. God still wanted to fellowship with man.

Satan has organized his forces into a full battle plan. Rulers of
darkness are assigned to each nation, each man, woman, and
child, to put them into bondage. God brought the law to humanity
so that they could have forgiveness for sins and walk in
communion with Him.

People created to rule over this planet were: blind and begging
beside the roads, bound with spirits of infirmity, possessed with
legions of demons.

Faces and bodies, created to look like God, were eaten away with
dreaded leprosy. Men and women created to reign and rule were
living in defeat!.

FIRST ADAM - LAST ADAM

God Sent His Son

Adam Brought Sin

When Adam and Eve first sinned, God promised to send His Son,
the seed of the woman, to crush Satan's head. (Genesis 3:15 )
Paul tells of this event and relates it to the first promise of a
Redeemer.

Galatians 4:4,5 But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His
Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under
the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.

Man's relationship to God and his authority were to be restored by
the substitutionary sacrifice that Jesus would make as He died on
the cross. Redeemed from sin, its penalty, and the resulting curse
from the law, man could be born again into the family of God. He
could become a new creation. He could once again, receive God's
Spirit within himself.

Sin came into this world through the disobedience of Adam.

Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and
death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned ...
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Jesus Brought
Righteousness

Good News

Peace to Men

Romans 5:19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so
also by one Man's obedience many will be made righteous.

After Adam and Eve sinned, when they knew God was coming,
they hid behind the bushes. Now Jesus, the Son of God was
coming and the angels said, “Don't be afraid! This is good news
for you.”

Luke 2:10,11 Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, | bring
you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to
you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”

Luke 2:13,14 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men!”

What a wonderful promise was given, even as Christ was born.
“On earth peace, good will toward men!”

There are no words to describe the joy felt throughout the whole universe. The angels
were so excited they burst into oren view of the shepherds
to sing their praises. Even the stars proclaimed Bis birth!

JESUS OPERATED ON EARTH AS A MAN!

Jesus, the Last Adam

Did Jesus operate in authority and power while on this earth as
God, or as a man — empowered by the Holy Spirit?

Paul referred to Jesus as the Last Adam.

1 Corinthians 15:45 And so it is written, “The first man Adam became a living
being.” The last Adam became a life-giving spirit.

Jesus, as the Last Adam, walked and ministered in authority on
this earth even as He had created the first Adam to do. It is very
important to understand this because it was only by fulfilling the
law as the Last Adam that He could bring us freedom from the law.
Only by being human could He become our Savior. It was
necessary that He defeat Satan, as a man, to win back the
authority that Satan had stolen from the first Adam. Since Jesus
was the first perfect man since Adam, He had the authority given
to Adam. When the Holy Spirit came upon Him, He also had the
power of God within Him.
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Baptism of Jesus
Spirit Came on Him

Miracles Performed

John the Baptist saw the Spirit of God descend on Jesus and this
event was so important that it was recorded in all four Gospels
(Mark 1:10, Luke 3:22, John 1:32).

Matthew 3:16 Then Jesus, when He had been baptized, came up immediately
from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him.

Jesus had performed no miracles through the first thirty years of
His life, but when He was to begin His public ministry, the Holy
Spirit came upon Him. Then, in the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus'
miracle ministry began. The authority of the perfect man operating
with the Spirit of God were and are the power twins of victory!

Jesus Gave up Rights as God

He Emptied Himself

Jesus willed to:

The apostle Paul gives us an insight into the mind of Christ as He
came to this earth. Paul wrote that Jesus laid temporarily aside all
His attributes as God.

Philippians 2:5-8 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who,
being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but
made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a servant, and coming in the
likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself
and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.

Jesus had the nature of God and was equal with God and yet, He
temporally emptied Himself of all His rights as God, to function on
this earth as a man. He took on Himself the form of a servant and
the likeness and appearance of a man. He humbled Himself and
became obedient to death. He came to this earth as a man and
His power on this earth would come through the Holy Spirit.

Make Himself of no reputation —Take the form of a servant —
Come in likeness of man — To humble Himself — Become obedient
to death.

Why was this important?

Adam, the first man, had disobeyed God and surrendered his
authority to Satan. Jesus, as the Last Adam, would do everything
on this earth as a man empowered by the Spirit of God. He would
be the perfect man operating on this earth as Adam had been
created to do.
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As Son of Man

While Jesus was on this earth, the authority He operated in was
as the Son of Man. In the following passage, John used a very
exact choice of words: “Son of God” — “Son of Man.”

John 5:25-27 Most assuredly, | say to you, the hour is coming, and now is,
when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will
live. For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life
in Himself, and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He
is the Son of Man.

The dead would hear the voice of the Son of God. Outside of this
earth, Jesus operated as part of the triune God Head. On this
earth, Jesus walked in authority because He was the Son of Man.
Man was created to walk with authority and dominion. It was the
human Jesus who had authority. It was because He was the Son
of Man, the Last Adam, not because He was the Son of God. All
of Jesus ministry was in the dominion and authority of the Last
Adam which He then restored to His body, the new creation.

If Jesus Did It, We Can Do It Too!

Jesus did only what man was created originally to do on earth. He
moved in the power of the Holy Spirit, and not in the power of the
Son of God! This is very important to us! If Jesus operated as a
man on this earth, then we can do the same things He did. We
have the same power, authority, and right to do everything that
Jesus did when He was here on earth as a Man.

FACED TEMPTATION AS A MAN

Tempted as We

First Temptation — Body

God had given Adam and Eve a free will, a choice, volition. Jesus
had this same volition. To be completely the Last Adam, Jesus
had to suffer temptation also.

Adam and Eve were tempted in three areas:

+ Body — Eve saw the fruit, that it was good for food.

4+ Soul — Satan promised her wisdom, knowing good from evil.
4+ Spirit — Finally, Satan promised her she would be like God.
Jesus was tempted in these three areas also.

Jesus had been in the wilderness for forty days. Satan tried, in this
time of physical weakness, to tempt Jesus into using His powers
as the Son of God to satisfy the needs of His human body. But
Jesus had laid aside the attributes of God when He came to this
earth to operate as the Son of Man.
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Satisfy Human Needs

Jesus Answered

Matthew 4:1-3 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to he
tempted by the devil. And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights,
afterward He was hungry. Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, “If
You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.”

When the tempter came to Him, he said, “If you are the Son of

God, prove yourself, take back your rights as God. If You are the
Son of God, command that these stones become bread.”

If Jesus had turned the stones to bread, He would not have been
operating as a man. He would have been using His attributes as
God. If He had done that, Satan would have defeated both the first
Adam and the Last Adam.

Jesus answered Satan by quoting the Word of God.

Matthew 4:4 But He answered and said, “It is written, *Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God."”

Notice that Jesus identified Himself as a man.

Second Temptation — Soul

Prove Yourself

Jesus Answered

Third Temptation — Spirit

Matthew 4:5 Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the
pinnacle of the temple.

The second temptation was in the area of the soul. Satan tempted
Jesus to reason contrary to God's will for His life and to act on His
emotions.

Matthew 4:6 ... and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself
down. For it is written: “He shall give His angels charge concerning you,' and,
“In their hands they shall bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone.'

This was a continuation of the same basic temptation. “If you are
the Son of God ...” Satan knew He was the Son of God. Jesus' life
on this earth was to be lived as the Son of Man, the Last Adam.

Jesus defeated Satan by correctly speaking the Word of God.
Jesus knew He was Lord and Satan knew it.

Matthew 4:7 Jesus said to him, “It is written again, " You shall not tempt the
Lord your God." “

In the third temptation, Satan offered Jesus all the kingdoms of
this world. Was that not the reason Jesus had come to this earth?
Was He not here to win back the earth from Satan?
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Be God of this World

Jesus Answered

Matthew 4:8,9 Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain,
and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to
Him, “All these things | will give You if You will fall down and worship me.”

Satan did have the right to offer these kingdoms to Jesus. Satan,
having deceived and robbed Adam of his authority, was then the
ruler of this earth. But Jesus was not interested in taking the earth
back from Satan in any manner that would be in disobedience to
the Father.

Jesus did not enter a debate with Satan. He did not argue with
him over who ruled this world. Jesus told him to leave. He spoke
the Word of God again.

Matthew 4:10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is
written, * You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.' “

Jesus won every battle by speaking the Word. It is alive and
powerful. Resist the Devil and he will flee from you. It is written, It
is written, It is written. That is the only way to answer Satan. You
can never win by making deals with Satan. Jesus won every battle.
We must follow Jesus’ example and speak the Word.

Group Discussion

1. Why is Jesus referred to as the “Last Adam?”

2. Discuss in more depth the “power twins of victory:” the authority of the perfect
man operating with the Spirit of God. How will this information impact your life
and ministry to others?

3. Why did Satan have the right to offer Jesus all the kingdoms of the world?

Self Study

1. Since knowing that everything Satan originally desired was given to man, is your
view of Satan changed? If so, how?

2. Knowing that Satan’s tactics have not changed since he deceived Adam and Eve,

what are they?

3. How did Satan strike Jesus’ heel?
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Session Three

JESUS, OUR EXAMPLE

IN RESISTING TEMPTATION

Son of God vs Son of Man

If Jesus had acted as the Son of God as Satan tempted Him to do,
He would have given up His rights as the Son of Man. He would
no longer be qualified as the perfect substitute to provide for
mankind’s redemption. Even as Jesus was dying on the cross,
Satan, through people, mocked Jesus with the same words.

Matthew 27:40 ...You who destroy the temple and build it in three days, save
Yourself! If You are the Son of God, come down from the cross.

Often, Satan will offer us the very things God has promised us. All
we must do is compromise in some area. Our method of winning
over his strategies is to know and speak the Word of God.

Jesus Understands Temptation

Jesus Tempted As We

As the story of Jesus' temptation is related in Matthew, we are
given the opportunity to learn how Satan is to be defeated in this
area. We also have free choice. We also will be tempted, but as
Jesus walked away in victory — so can we! Because Jesus has
suffered by being tempted, He is able to help those who are being
tempted.

Hebrews 2:18 For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to
aid those who are tempted.

We can experience a bold confidence by knowing that Jesus was
tempted in every area just as we may be. As He did not yield to
that temptation, we too can go to God and obtain His supernatural
help to withstand the temptation.

Hebrews 4:14-16 Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has
passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our
confession. For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us
therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and
find grace to help in time of need.

All Temptations Common

1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is
common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted
beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of
escape, that you may be able to bear it.
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One of Satan's strategies is to make us feel that we are different,
that our temptation is unique or harder than what others suffer.
But all temptations are common and God has given us a way of
escape so that we can stand up under it.

Follow Jesus' Example

Jesus is our example. Just as Jesus answered Satan by using the
Word of God, we are to do the same. When Satan came to Jesus,
Jesus did not

¢ argue with Satan.

¢ reason with Satan.

¢ consider doing it Satan's way.

¢ Jesus quoted the written Word of God.

Matthew 4:4 But He answered and said, “It is written, *Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God." “

This is how Satan is defeated. The Word of God must flow out of
our mouths.

When disease tries to come on our bodies, we can say, ‘It is
written, "By His stripes | am healed.” (I Peter 2:24)

When poverty tries to come against our finances, we can say, “It is
written, "My God shall supply all my needs according to His riches
in glory by Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:19)

When Satan tries to lead our children astray, we can say, “It is

”

written, "All my children shall be taught of the Lord...” (Isaiah
54:13)

Speak the solution not the problem.
Speak the answer not the need,

Speak and believe the Word of God,
and Satan will be: totally, completely,
utterly, defeated!

And you will be victorious!
GOD'S PLAN FOR BELIEVERS

Jesus, as The Last Adam

It is important to understand the authority in which Jesus walked.
This authority was the authority that God gave to the First Adam;
we, too, must walk in the same authority as redeemed men and
women today.

Luke 10:19 Behold, | give you the authority to trample on serpents and
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means
hurt you.
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As new creations in Jesus, we become the men and women that
we were created to be in God's plan. As we read the Gospels and
see Jesus walking as a perfect man, we can we understand God's
pattern for our living and walking in absolute authority and
dominion over all the power of the enemy. Nothing by any means
shall hurt you. We can walk in that authority every day without fear
of Satan.

LUKE TELLS OF JESUS' AUTHORITY

First Message
In Power of Holy Spirit

Second Message

Jesus operated on this earth as a man. He had purposefully,
temporarily emptied Himself of His rights as God. He suffered
temptations as a man. He overcame Satan as a man. It was the
human Jesus who had authority on this earth. His authority was
because He was the Son of Man, the Last Adam, not because He
was the Son of God. Jesus came as the Last Adam to fulfill all that
God had created the first Adam to be. Fulfilling God's plan for the
first Adam, Jesus walked in absolute authority and dominion on
this earth.

When Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River, the Holy Spirit
came upon Him to empower Him for His earthly ministry.
Immediately after this, He was led into the wilderness, where He
won over Satan and his temptations by speaking the Word of God.
Having demonstrated His authority on this earth as a man
empowered by the Holy Spirit, He was ready for His earthly
ministry to begin. He began this ministry in Galilee, anointed by
the power of the Holy Spirit and speaking with authority.

Luke 4:14,16,18-21 Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee,
and news of Him went out through all the surrounding region.

So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom
was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read.

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the
gospel to the poor. He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach
deliverance to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty
those who are oppressed, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.”

Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And
the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. And He began to
say to them, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”

(Jesus was reading Isaiah 61:1,2)

After Jesus ministered in Nazareth, He ministered in Capernaum.
The people were amazed at His authority.
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Had Authority

Demon Cast Out

Authority and Power

Luke 4:31,32 Then He went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and was
teaching them on the Sahbaths. And they were astonished at His teaching, for
His word was with authority.

Luke 4:33-35 Now in the synagogue there was a man who had a spirit of an
unclean demon. And he cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Let us alone! What
have we to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come to destroy us? |
know You, who You are - the Holy One of God!”

But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be quiet, and come out of him!” And when the
demon had thrown him in their midst, it came out of him and did not hurt him.

Jesus commanded the demon to come out, and because it knew
Jesus' authority, it came out.

Luke 4:36 So they were all amazed and spoke among themselves, saying,
“What a word this is! For with authority and power He commands the unclean
spirits, and they come out.”

JESUS' OPERATING IN AUTHORITY

Authority over Demons

Authority over Disease

Mark also wrote about the ministry of Jesus in Capernaum and the
people's amazement over the authority in which He ministered.
Mark went on to tell about other demon possessed and sick
people being healed.

Luke 4:40,41 So they were all amazed and spoke among themselves, saying,
“What a word this is! For with authority and power He commands the unclean
spirits, and they come out.”

Yes, they knew Him. They had worshiped Him in eternity past.
And now He had come to destroy them.

Mark 1:40,41 Then a leper came to Him, imploring Him, kneeling down to
Himand saying to Him, “If You are willing, You can make me clean.”

Authority over Human Body

Mark 3:1-3 And He entered the synagogue again, and a man was there who
had a withered hand. And they watched Him closely, whether He would heal
him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse Him. Then He said to the man
who had the withered hand, “Step forward.”

Jesus knew the man was going to be healed. With authority, He
said, “Step forward.”
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Authority over Creation
Cursed Fig Tree

Authority over Elements
Calmed Storm

JESUS, OUR EXAMPLE

Mark 3:4,5 And He said to them, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to
do evil, to save life or to kill?” But they kept silent. So when He had looked
around at them with anger, being grieved by the hardness of their hearts, He
said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” And he stretched it out, and his hand
was restored as whole as the other.

With authority, As the Son of Man, Jesus spoke a word and the
man stretched out his hand and was healed. Jesus spoke with
authority and dominion. He did not plead with God.

Jesus had authority over the fig tree.

Matthew 21:19 And seeing a fig tree by the road, He came to it and found
nothing on it but leaves, and said to it, “Let no fruit grow on you ever again.”
And immediately the fig tree withered away.

Jesus spoke to the wind and sea with authority and they obeyed
Him.

Mark 4:35-38 On the same day, when evening had come, He said to them, “Let
us cross over to the other side.”

Now when they had left the multitude, they took Him along in the boat as He
was. And other little boats were also with Him. And a great windstorm arose,
and the waves beat into the boat, so that it was already filling. But He was in
the stern, asleep on a pillow. And they awoke Him and said to Him, “Teacher,
do You not care that we are perishing?”

Jesus rebuked the wind and spoke to the sea.

Mark 5:39,40 Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea,
“Peace, be still!” And the wind ceased and there was a great calm. But He said
to them, “Why are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith?”

Jesus' implication was, “Why were you so afraid? You could have
calmed the storm. Where is your faith?”

Mark 5:41 And they feared exceedingly, and said to one another, “Who can this
be, that even the wind and the sea obey Him!”

Jesus is our example of how we should walk and minister in
authority. His works on earth as the Last Adam are an example of
how we, as redeemed and restored mankind, are to do the works
of Jesus on the earth today. We are to live and minister in the
same bold authority that Jesus did as we do His works.
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Jesus Rebuked Fever

Raising of Lazarus

Doing Works of Jesus

Bold Authority

John 14:12 Most assuredly, | say to you, he who believes in Me, the works
that | do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because | go
to My Father.

Jesus spoke with authority when He rebuked the fever in Peter's
mother-in-law.

Luke 4:38,39 Now He arose from the synagogue and entered Simon's house.
But Simon's wife's mother was sick with a high fever, and they made request
of Him concerning her. So He stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left
her. And immediately she arose and served them.

Jesus spoke boldly and forcibly in a loud voice at the grave of
Lazarus.

John 11:43 Now when He had said these things, He cried with a loud voice,
“Lazarus, come forth!”

Everywhere Jesus went, He ministered with a boldness that came
as a result of knowing His authority as the Son of Man. When He
released that authority in the power of the Holy Spirit, He healed
the sick, cast out demons and raised the dead. He did it as an
example for believers both in that day and in our day.

Jesus told the disciples to minister in that same authority and to
do exactly the same works that He had been doing.

Matthew 10:8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out
demons. Freely you have received, freely give.

The disciples could do the works of Jesus because He had given
them the same authority in which He lived and ministered.

Luke 10:19 Behold, | give you the authority to trample on serpents and
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means
hurt you.

Jesus' ministry provided an example of boldness and power, not in
fear and timidity.

2 Timothy 1:7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of
love and of a sound mind.

Jesus boldly preached the gospel, cast out devils and laid His
hands on sick people and saw them recover as He ministered with
authority. Jesus, our example, left us with these parting words.
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Satan's Horror

DEATH OF JESUS

Mark 16:15-18 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he
who does not believe will be condemned.

“And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out
demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if
they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands
on the sick, and they will recover.”

When we follow Jesus' example, as the Last Adam, we will find
ourselves obeying the words of Jesus, as the creator of the first
Adam. We will find ourselves ruling and taking dominion over this
earth and everything on this earth including sickness, bondage,
poverty and death. Once again we will be doing what we were
created to do.

As Jesus ministered on this earth, Satan must have looked on in
horror. Here, Jesus operating as a man, was taking dominion,
speaking and ministering in authority and by so doing was
destroying the works of Satan.

1 John 3:8b For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might
destroy the works of the devil.

As we follow the example of Jesus today, we, too, will live and
minister in our God-given authority. We, too, will be destroying the
devil's work

Jesus was betrayed, beaten, crucified.

Satan's kingdom was being destroyed, and Satan knew that Jesus
must be killed. Deception had worked with the angels. It had
worked against Adam and Eve. But it had not worked against
Jesus!

However, once again, Satan used deception. He deceived the
religious leaders of that day into demanding Jesus' death. He
possessed the body of Judas to accomplish the betrayal even as
he had entered the body of the serpent to accomplish the
deception of Adam and Eve.

Satan hated Jesus so much that not only did he want Him dead,
he wanted Him tormented. All of Satan's principalities, powers,
rulers of darkness, and wicked spirits came to gloat. They must
have been preparing for their moment of greatest victory and
celebration when their own destruction came.

Great Deceiver, Deceived

Satan, the great deceiver was himself deceived. In his blind hatred,
he did not realize that he had just caused the death of the Person
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who would, by that very death and subsequent resurrection,
utterly defeat him and redeem mankind from the result of their sin.

Jesus paid the price for our sin by dying on the cross.

He delivered all of our sins, sicknesses, diseases and infirmities to
the place of torments. When all the sin of this world was removed
from Jesus, the power of God came on Him. The whole world
shook during this time of great spiritual warfare. Jesus spoiled
Satan and his demons. Satan, since the time of Adam, had been
holding men under his authority. Jesus took the keys of authority
away from the devil.

WHAT HAPPENED ON EARTH?

There were three days of battle.

Evidence

Jesus had said that as Jonah was three days and three nights in
the belly of the whale, He would be three days and three nights in
the heart of the earth.

Matthew 12:40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of
the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the
heart of the earth.

Veil Torn in Two—Earth Quaked-Rocks Split—
Graves Opened

No longer were men to be separated from God. The veil in the
temple, into the Holy of Holies, was torn in two. The earth shook
violently as Jesus broke the bands of death in the heart of the
earth.

Matthew 27:50-53 Jesus, when He had cried out again with a loud voice,
yielded up His spirit. And behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from
top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split, and the graves
were opened; and many hodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised;
and coming out of the graves after His resurrection, they went into the holy
city and appeared to many.

WHAT HAPPENED IN SPIRIT WORLD?

The battle was joined between Jesus, our Substitute, and Satan
with his demonic hosts.

While Jesus was being nailed to the cross, Satan must have
summoned all of his demons to witness this crucial event. This
was too important for any of them to miss! As Jesus died on the
cross, Satan and his demons must have been preparing in
fiendish glee for what they thought would be their greatest
moment of triumph.

It was not enough for Satan to see Jesus' lifeless body hanging on
the cross. In blind hatred, Satan must have gleefully shouted, “He
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Foretold by David

must be cast into the depths of Hades!” Satan and his demons in
their ignorant folly must have begun an exhilarated, but short lived
celebration as the gates of Hell slammed shut behind Jesus.

Jesus, loaded with the horrible sins of all mankind, suffered all the
torments of Hades as He helplessly descended to the depths of
the bottomless pit. There, He stooped and delivered every sin that
was or ever would be committed. He buried all of our sins to be
remembered no more.

Psalms 103:12 As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our
transgressions from us.

Bore Penalty of Sin — Judgment of Sin

David described what happened to Jesus after His death. Bearing
our sins, He seemed helpless as Satan planned His final
destruction. He descended to the deepest part of Hades. Here,
those who had died in unbelief were held in torment and judgment.

Jesus went to Hades, bearing the penalty and judgment of our
sins.

Psalms 88:3-7 | am counted with those who go down to the pit; | am like a
man who has no strength, adrift among the dead, like the slain who lie in the
grave, Whom You remember no more, and who are cut off from Your hand.

You have laid me in the lowest pit, in darkness, in the depths.

David also prophesied about the resurrection of Jesus.

Foretold by Isaiah

Lamb of God

Psalms 16:10 For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, nor will You allow Your
Holy One to see corruption.

Isaiah 53:8-12 He was taken from prison and from judgment, and who will
declare His generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; for the
transgressions of My people He was stricken. And they made His grave with
the wicked — but with the rich at His death, because He had done no violence,
nor was any deceit in His mouth.

Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When You make
His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days,
and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand.

He shall see the travail of His soul, and be satisfied. by His knowledge My
righteous Servant shall justify many, for He shall bear their iniquities.

Bore Sins of Many
Interceded for Transgressors
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Isaiah 53:12 Therefore will | divide him a portion with the great, and he shall
divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto
death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of
many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

On the cross, Jesus fulfilled the function of the sacrificial lambs of
the Old Testament.

John 1:29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said,
“Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”

Scapegoat

As Jesus bore our sins to the depths of the earth, He also fulfilled
the function pictured by the scapegoat which bore away the sins
of the people of Israel.

Leviticus 16:10,21,22 But the goat on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat
shall be presented alive before the Lord, to make atonement upon it, and to let
it go as the scapegoat into the wilderness.

And Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, confess over it
all the iniquities of the children of lIsrael, and all their transgressions,
concerning all their sins, putting them on the head of the goat, and shall send it
away into the wilderness by the hand of a suitable man. The goat shall bear on
itself all their iniquities to an uninhabited land; and he shall release the goat in
the wilderness.

Because Jesus bore our sins, buried them, removed them, God
does not even know about them. They are gone forever,
remembered no more.

JESUS COULD NOT BE HELD!

When Jesus delivered our sins into the deepest part of the pit, the
power of God came upon Him.

Acts 2:27 ... because You will not leave my soul in Hades, nor will You allow
Your Holy One to see corruption.

The gates of hell (Hades) could not prevail against Jesus. The
Holy Spirit came upon Jesus and breaking through the gates of
hell, He snatched the keys of death, hell and the grave away from
Satan.

Devil and Demons Defeated

The history of ancient battles and the defeat of the enemies gives
special insight into the significance of the following verse.

Colossians 2:15 having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public
spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.

Powers and authorities, as we have studied before, are references
to Satan's organization of demons. In ancient times, when an
army defeated their enemy, they disarmed them, stripped off their
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The Resurrection

JESUS ASCENDED

clothes, bound them in chains one to another, and in total
dishonor marched them back, as slaves, to the conquering nation.

Jesus personally disarmed Satan and every demon. He took their
weapons away from them. He stripped off their clothes. He made
a public spectacle of them. Those who were celebrating as Jesus
hung stripped, naked and humiliated on the cross, and descended
into Hades were now humiliated in like manner.

+ Satan defeated Adam and Eve and left them naked,
stripped of their authority.

+ Satan thought he had defeated Jesus and left Him
stripped, naked, hanging on the cross.

+ However, Jesus defeated Satan and his demons and
left them naked, stripped of their authority for all
eternity!

Having paid the penalty of sin by His death on the cross and
delivering our sins to the depths of the pit, Jesus took the keys of
death, hell and the grave away from Satan.

Having defeated Satan and broken his power over death, the
tomb could no longer hold Jesus' body. In an explosion of
powerful triumph, Jesus arose from the dead. Satan and every
demon had been defeated!

Ephesians 1:19-21 ... and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward
us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power which He
worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right
hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and might and
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that
which is to come.

In Triumph

Jesus triumphantly ascended back to heaven and He led captives
in His train.

Ephesians 4:8-10 Therefore He says: “When He ascended on high, He led
captivity captive, and gave gifts to men.”

(Now this, “He ascended” —what does it mean but that He also first descended
into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is also the One who
ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.)

When Jesus led captivity captive, we have a picture of Jesus as
the conquering General leading the defeated enemy in parade —
disarmed, stripped, chained, totally humiliated in plain view before

38



Received with Joy

Proclaimed Victory!

JESUS HAD THE KEYS!

all of the angels of heaven. Satan and every demon were totally
defeated and in their total disgrace were made a public spectacle.

When Jesus stripped the keys of authority away from Satan, He
took back the keys of authority which Adam in his disobedience
had surrendered to Satan. As Jesus snatched those keys of
authority out of Satan's hand, He disarmed Satan of his authority
over mankind and this earth. Jesus had personally defeated Satan
and every one of his demons.

Certainly there are no words to describe the joy of the heavenly
hosts at the return of God's Son to His rightful place in heaven.
How could man describe that victorious return? David was
inspired to give us a description of this time.

Psalms 24:7-10 Lift up your heads, O you gates! And be lifted up, you
everlasting doors! And the King of glory shall come in.

Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, The Lord mighty in
battle.

Lift up your heads, 0 you gates! And lift them up, you everlasting doors! And
the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, He
is the King of glory. Selah

The Father Himself received Jesus Christ into Heaven as the
triumphant Victor over Satan, death, hell and the grave.

The apostle John gives us Jesus' words, as He proclaimed His
victory!

Revelation 1:18 | am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, | am alive
forevermore. Amen. And | have the keys of Hades and of Death.

Importance of Keys

Jesus came into heaven shouting, “Father, | have the keys! Satan
is defeated and | have the keys!”

Jesus had the keys of authority in His hand which He had taken
away from Satan who had stolen them in the garden when he had
deceived Adam and Eve.

Jesus had taken the keys back from Satan, but He did not keep
them. He gave them back to mankind who had been created in
His image.

In the first revelation of the church, Jesus told the disciples that He
would give them the keys of the kingdom of heaven.
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Matthew 16:19 And | will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth will be loosed in heaven.

In Isaiah there is another reference to keys.

Isaiah 22:22 The key of the house of David | will lay on his shoulder; so he
shall open, and no one shall shut; and he shall shut, and no one shall open.

In the past, keys were very large, heavy and ornate. Wealthy men
had servants who carried them on their shoulders because of their
weight, but more due to their beauty. Sometimes, two or three
slaves would follow the wealthy man carrying the keys on their
shoulders. This was a show of wealth.

When Isaiah prophesied of the coming of the Messiah, he referred
to the significance of the keys being carried on the shoulders.

Isaiah 9:6a For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the
government will be upon His shoulder.

The keys, the government and the authority, were in Jesus' hands!
Jesus took those keys and gave them to His church to forcibly

advance the Kingdom here on earth. It is time to quit losing and
starting winning every battle of life.

Authority on this earth has been restored to mankind!

Group Discussion
1. How was Satan, the great deceiver, deceived?
2. What does it mean that Jesus led “captivity captive?”

3. After what Jesus did for us, does God really forget our sins and remember them
no more? Share Scriptures to back up your answer.

Self Study

1. What is significant about the two common themes when someone was defeated:
they were naked and stripped of their authority?

2. Why do you think that Jesus gave the keys of authority back to mankind, instead
of keeping them?

3. Jesus is our scapegoat. Read Leviticus 16:10, 21-22 again. Does this change
your view/opinion of Him? If so, how?
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Session Four

AUTHORITY RESTORED
TO MANKIND

WORK OF JESUS COMPLETE!

Jesus in Heaven

Jesus Is Waiting

The work of Jesus was, and is, complete!

Il Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

Today, as a new creation, we have a whole new way of living. Our
authority and dominion has been restored. Once again, the breath
of God has been breathed into us. Through the Baptism of the
Holy Spirit, we have the power of the Holy Spirit.

Everything that Jesus could do as the Last Adam, you and | have
the same authority to do the same things. When Jesus ascended
up on high, the Father received Him and His blood was sprinkled
on the Mercy Seat and His work was complete. With our restored
authority and the baptism of the Holy Spirit, we can walk in
authority and power just as Jesus walked.

The writer of the book of Hebrews gives us the position of Jesus
today.

Hebrews 10:12,13 But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins
forever, sat down at the right hand of God, from that time waiting till His
enemies are made His footstool.

Jesus is seated at the right hand of the Father.
David also foretold the present day position of Jesus.

PsPsalm 110:1 The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, Till I make
Your enemies Your footstool.”

David prophesied that Jesus would be seated at the right hand of
the Father. His work was done. Our work has begun.

Both David and the writer of the book of Hebrews told us that
Jesus is doing more than sitting at the right hand of the Father.
Jesus is waiting for His enemies to be made His footstool.

Who is going to make His enemies His footstool? Jesus is waiting
for the redeemed of the Lord to discover their restored authority
and to demonstrate that Satan is a defeated foe. The work of
Jesus is complete! He is waiting for His enemies to be made His
footstool. It is the work of the believers to put Satan in his place.
The believers must put Satan and his demons under the feet of
Jesus. Jesus has done everything He was supposed to do. Now
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PRAYER OF PAUL

the responsibility is ours. We are His body on this earth. We are
His hands, His legs, and His feet. We are the ones that are to rule
our world today. He has given us the authority to walk even as He
walked. He has given us the keys to empower us to do the work.

John 14:12-14 Most assuredly, | say to you, he who believes in Me, the works
that | do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because | go
to My Father. And whatever you ask in My name, that | will do, that the Father
may be glorified in the Son. If you ask anything in My name, | will do it.

Matthew 10:8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out
demons. Freely you have received, freely give.

He sent the Holy Spirit to empower us to do these works. Jesus
gave us that authority. Jesus’ work is complete. He is waiting until
His enemies are made His footstool. That is our responsibility. We
are a new creation. We have the keys of authority. We’re through
losing. For us to ask Jesus to come and fix our problems is asking
Jesus to disobey His Father. It is time for us to start doing the
work we have been given. It is our responsibility. It is time for us to
do the works of Jesus.

Position of Jesus

Standard of Power

The apostle Paul prayed an important, powerful prayer for all the
saints. His prayer covered the position of Jesus at the right hand
of the Father, our position, our power and our responsibilities.

Ephesians 1:18-23 ... the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that
you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory
of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of His
power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power
which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him
at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power
and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but
also in that which is to come.

And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to
the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

According to the apostle Paul, Jesus is raised from the dead,
Seated at right hand in heavenly places, Far above all principality,
power, might and dominion, Above every title that can be given,
All things are under His feet, Jesus is far above all demonic
powers. Jesus is far above every title that can be given or will ever
be given. All things are under the feet of Jesus.

There are two standards of power, one in the Old Testament and
another in the New Testament.
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Position of Believers

FULLNESS OF HIM

In the Old Testament, the standard of power was the parting of the
Red Sea.

In the New Testament the standard of power was and still is the
power of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 1:19h, 20a According to the working of His mighty power which He
worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead ...

The apostle Paul prayed that believers would be enlightened, that
they would know:

The hope of His calling, The riches of the glory of His inheritance,
Exceeding greatness of His power, We are His body, We are the
fullness of Him who fills all in all.

We are to have knowledge of the riches of the glory of His
inheritance and of the exceeding greatness of His power for us
who believe. We are to operate in the same great power that
raised Jesus from the dead!

Angelic Leadership

One-Third

If we, His church, are fulfilling a void or emptiness in the Son of
God, when did this emptiness occur? Perhaps this emptiness
goes back to the time Lucifer, the anointed cherub who covers,
was cast out of heaven with His angels who followed him in his
rebellion.

Ezekiel 28:14 You were the anointed cherub who covers; | established you; you
were on the holy mountain of God; you walked back and forth in the midst of
fiery stones

As there is a trinity in the Godhead, there also appears to be a
trinity in the leadership of the angels. There were Michael, Lucifer
and Gabiriel.

When Lucifer rebelled, it was said that “his angels” were cast out
with him.

Ezekiel 28:14,15 verse 14 only In original

Revelation12:7-9 And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought
against the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, but they did not
prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. So the great
dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who
deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast
out with him.

Revelation 12:4a His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to
the earth.
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Michael

Gabriel

Lucifer

These angels had been created for God’s purposes, but now
followed Satan in his rebellion.

Michael was the only one referred to as an archangel.
Jude 1:9a Yet Michael the archangel ...

It was Michael and “his angels” that were the warrior angels which
fought against Satan, “the dragon and his angels.”

Revelation 12:7 And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought
against the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought ...

Perhaps as the archangel, Michael and a third of the angels under
his command, minister to the Father.

Perhaps, Gabriel who always appears as the messenger angel,
and a third of the angels under his command, ministered to the
Holy Spirit.

He appeared to Zechariah, to give him the message that his wife
Elizabeth would bear a son who would be “filled with the Holy
Spirit even from birth.”

Luke 1:19 And the angel answered and said to him, “| am Gabriel, who stands
in the presence of God, and was sent to speak to you and bring you these glad
tidings.”

Gabriel also appeared to a virgin named Mary.

Luke 1:30,31,35 Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you
have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and
bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus.”

Mary asked, “How can this be ... since | do not know a man?”

And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy
One who is to be born will be called the Son of God.”

Gabriel revealed the work of the Holy Spirit.

Could it be then, that Lucifer and his angels ministered to the Son
of God?

Lucifer ministered as the covering cherub, and the covering
cherubs who were on each side of the Mercy Seat depicted him.
He was right beside the throne of God. As we have seen, the
covering was a ministry of praise and worship. When, suddenly in
his rebellion, Lucifer and all of his angels were cast out of heaven,
how was this void to be filled?
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Void Is Filled

Did the Father ask Michael and Gabriel to reassign some of their
angels to fill this void in ministering to the Son? We have no
record of that happening.

Could it be that God had a better plan when He created mankind
in His image, to be worshipers of Him, to be seated with Him in
heavenly places, to be at His side and to rule and reign with Him
through all eternity?

Men and women, created in God's image, can only be complete
and fulfilled as the Creator once again breathes Himself into them
at the moment of salvation. He fills the emptiness in lives with
Himself. Now His body is to fulfill the emptiness in Him by giving
themselves to Him in a ministry of praise and worship.

Acts 13:1-3 Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain
prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and
Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the
tetrarch, and Saul. As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost
said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto | have called
them. And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they
sent them away.

In the beginning, there was only one ministry, the ministry of
praise and worship. When that ceased, many other ministries
became necessary — the ministries of healing, deliverance,
reconciliation, restoration and others.

Could it be that as the ministry of praise and worship is restored to
the church, these other ministries will no longer be as necessary
within the body of Christ as they are today?

As we spend more and more time ministering in praise and
worship of God, we will discover that there is a decreasing need
for healing or deliverance or other ministries in our lives.

We are important to God! We are to be fulfilling to Him. We are to
minister to Him in praise and worship. By so doing, we as His
body become the “fullness of Him who fills all in all.”

Ephesians 1:22,23 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be
head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who
fills all in all.

As we praise and worship God, we are not only fulfilling the former
function of Lucifer and his angels, we are demonstrating the fact
that they are defeated and have no more place in heaven. We are
humiliating them and putting them under our feet. As we dance
before the Lord, we are crushing Satan into defeat by the very
action of our feet. Satan has been defeated.

Note: For an in-depth study of praise and worship, study the
Praise and Worship Manual by A.L. and Joyce Gill.
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WHAT THIS MEANS TO US

We Are Delivered!

Kingdom Is Here

Jesus Our Head

By the work of Jesus on the cross and by the events that followed,
Satan has been defeated! Every demon has been defeated! Jesus
defeated them and brought them to nothing! He made a big “zero”
out of them. Why are we letting him take our homes from us, our
cities, our nations? Why are we letting him put disease on us?
Why are we accepting poverty?

The answer is that we must study and know who we are in Jesus
and what we have been given in Jesus Christ. We must discover
our restored authority.

When the apostle Paul wrote to the Colossians, he said we have
been:

Delivered, Translated, Redeemed, Forgiven

Colossians 1:13,14 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and
translated us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.

What is the Kingdom of the Son? We have been translated, in the
past tense. When Jesus taught the disciples to pray, He prayed
these words

Matthew 6:10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven.

The kingdom of God is not something out in the future. It is here
now. We have been delivered from the dominion of darkness and
brought into the Kingdom of the Son through redemption and the
forgiveness of our sins.

With the knowledge of our restored authority, we can become
forceful men and women who will have an important part in
forcefully advancing the kingdom of heaven on this earth.

Paul continued with a wonderful description of Jesus.

Colossians 1:15-18 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all
creation. For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or
powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all
things, and in Him all things consist. And He is the head of the body, the
church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He
may have the preeminence.

Jesus: Is the image of God, Creator of all things, Was before all
things, Holds all things together, Is the head of the body, the
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SATAN'S POSITION

church, Is the beginning, firstborn from among the dead. Jesus is
our head. We are His body here on earth. His body is made up of
all believers. As His body, we are described as having already
been rescued from Satan's dominion and translated into a brand
new kingdom where we will reign in dominion with Jesus, the Son
of God. We are described as being redeemed and completely
forgiven from all sins.

The head of the body, Jesus, is in heaven. The rest of His body,
including His feet, is on earth. It is on earth that man must fulfill his
function of absolute dominion. It is here that we must forcibly
advance the kingdom of God by effective spiritual warfare.

Under Jesus' Feet

Under Our Feet

Under Our Authority

Trampled Upon

God placed Satan under Jesus' feet and appointed Jesus to be
the head over everything concerning the church.

Ephesians 1:22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head
over all things to the church.

Romans 16:20a And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly.

To be under one's feet is a picture of being totally conquered,
defeated and subdued. It is a picture of absolute authority and
dominion.

Genesis 3:15 And | will put enmity between you and the woman, and between
your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.

Satan is under Jesus' feet because Jesus completely defeated
him and ascended far above him and all of his demons. Satan and
his demons are now to be put under our feet as we discover our
restored authority and begin to use that authority on earth.

Luke gives us a clear picture of Satan's position. He is to be
trampled under our feet. We are also promised that nothing shall
in any way hurt us.

Luke 10:19 (Amplified) Behold! | have given you authority and power to trample
upon serpents and scorpions, and (physical and mental strength and ability)
over all the power that the enemy [possesses], and nothing shall in any way
harm you.

Mankind having been rescued, brought in, redeemed, forgiven
and completely restored to God's image on earth. Our job now is
to trample Satan under his feet and demonstrate that he is a
defeated enemy.
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CHAIN OF COMMAND

When Isaiah described the end of Satan, he referred to his being
as one trodden under foot.

Isaiah 14:18-20 All the kings of the nations, all of them, sleep in glory,
everyone in his own house; but you are cast out of your grave like an
abominable branch, Like the garment of those who are slain, thrust through
with a sword, who go down to the stones of the pit, like a corpse trodden
under foot.

You will not be joined with them in burial, because you have destroyed your
land and slain your people. The brood of evildoers shall never be named.

Man’'s Rights on Earth

When Jesus ascended back to His Father, He laid aside His rights
as the Son of Man and took back upon Himself all of His rights as
the Son of God.

As God, Jesus no longer exercises dominion on earth because,
here, He gave all dominion to man.

It is man who must put Satan under his feet on the earth as he
was created to do.

The prophet Isaiah gave us a wonderful, encouraging prophecy.

Isaiah 54:14-17 “In righteousness you shall be established; you shall be far
from oppression, for you shall not fear; and from terror, for it shall not come
near you.”

Indeed they shall surely assemble, but not because of Me. Whoever assembles
against you shall fall for your sake.

“Behold, | have created the blacksmith who blows the coals in the fire, who
brings forth an instrument for his work; and | have created the spoiler to
destroy. No weapon formed against you shall prosper, and every tongue which
rises against you in judgment you shall condemn. This is the heritage of the
servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is from Me,” says the Lord.

Our heritage is something that belongs to us by right of birth. As a
new creation, we have been born again. This is our heritage in
Christ.

Isaiah prophesied,

This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord!
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WHAT HAPPENED?
2,000 YEARS LATER — SATAN HAS ASSUMED THAT AUTHORITY

2,000 vears later we see:

Peorple living without the name of Jesus.
People living in poverty ~ People living in sin.
People living in defeat ~ People getting divorced.
People with their children on drugs
Peorle worshipping in the occult.

Why is Satan still acting like he is the god of this world?

He has been defeated by Jesus and brought to a place of ho power.
Jesus has done His part to deliver us!

Have we done our part with our power — dominion — authority?
SATAN'S STRATEGIES

To Steal, Kill and Destroy
Through all the ages, Satan's intent has not changed.
John 10:10a The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.

The devil hates us so much that he has given orders through the
ranks of his demonic army to steal, kill and destroy! Assignments
have been issued to rob us of necessities for our lives and
ministries. Orders have been issued to kill us through spirits of
infirmity, murder and suicide. Tragic accidents are to be attempted
on our lives. The devil has issued his decree, “Whatever it takes,
they must be destroyed!”

If demons are unable to Kill us, perhaps, they can report that they
have slowed us down or stopped us from fulfilling our God-given
ministries.

Assign Spirits of Infirmity

Satan attempts to steal our health by using demon spirits of
infirmity.

Luke 13:11-13 And behold, there was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity
eighteen years, and was bent over and could in no way raise herself up. But
when Jesus saw her, He called her to Him and said to her, “Woman, you are
loosed from your infirmity.” And He laid His hands on her, and immediately she
was made straight, and glorified God.

John 5:5-9 Now a certain man was there who had an infirmity thirty-eight
years. When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he already had been in
that condition a long time, He said to him, "Do you want to be made well?"
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The sick man answered Him, "Sir, | have no man to put me into the pool when
the water is stirred up; but while I am coming, another steps down before me."

Jesus said to him, "Rise, take up your bed and walk." And immediately the man
was made well, took up his bed, and walked. And that day was the Sabbath.

Satan will do all he can to destroy us.

To Press, Perplex, Persecute

OUR DEFENSE

The apostle Paul describes Satan's attack on his life and ministry.
It is encouraging to see that all of Satan's attempts failed to stop
Paul's ministry for the Lord.

2 Corinthians 4:8,9 We are hard pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are
perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but
not destroyed.

Satan attacks all that is good and positive in our lives — Marriages
— Children — Families — Friends — Ministries — Health — Joy —
Peace

Know Enemy’s Strategy

Jesus
Destroyed Death

Men and women perish for lack of knowledge. If they are going to
stop Satan from his goal of stealing, killing and destroying, they
must know the enemy and his strategy.

+ Satan brings death.
+ God brings Life.

# Satan brings hate.
+ God brings Love.

Jesus has destroyed death and brought life and immortality.

2 Timothy 1:10 ... but has now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior
Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel.

Destroyed Devil’'s Power

Jesus has destroyed the devil and freed us from the fear of death.

Hebrews 2:14,15 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and
blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might
destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and release those
who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.
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Group Discussion

1. There are two standards of power, one in the Old Testament and another in the
New Testament. Why is the Old Testament’s standard of power the parting of
the Red Sea?

2. As the ministry of praise and worship is restored to the Church, why might the
other ministries no longer be as necessary?

3. What is accomplished when believers praise, worship and dance before the Lord?

Self Study

1. The knowledge of your restored authority should help make you a forceful person
who will have a part in advancing the Kingdom of Heaven. What are some ways
that you can walk in your restored authority day-by-day?

2. What are some areas in your life that you feel Satan has attacked?

3. What revelation(s), if any, have you received about these areas, after listening to
this session?

4. What new tactics do you plan to employ now against Satan?
5. How can you better fulfill your function of absolute dominion on this Earth?
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Session Five

THE CHURCH AND ITS AUTHORITY

OUR DEFENSE

Know Enemy's Strategy

Jesus
Destroyed Death

| Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring
lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:

Men and women perish for lack of knowledge. If they are going to
stop Satan from his goal of stealing, killing and destroying, they
must know the enemy and his strategy. Satan does not have to
succeed. Jesus came to give abundant life to all who know the
Word of God.

Jesus has destroyed death and brought life and immortality. The
Good News is that Jesus abolished death.

2 Timothy 1:10 ... but has now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior
Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel.

Destroyed Devil's Power

Delivered from Slavery

Jesus has destroyed the devil and freed us from the fear of death.
We have the answer in the Word of God.

Hebrews 2:14,15 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and
blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might
destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and release those
who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.

Satan has no right to hold us in slavery. We, through faith in Jesus
Christ, have been redeemed from the bondage of slavery to Satan
and his kingdom. When Satan or his demons come to steal, Kill
and destroy, they must not find us vulnerable, unprotected or
defenseless. Instead through a knowledge of God's Word, we
must be found covered with the blood of Jesus. We must stand
firm with our shield of faith. We must boldly and fearlessly speak
God's Word along with the prophet Isaiah.

Isaiah 54:17a No weapon formed against you shall prosper ...

Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil.

Ephesians 6:16 ... above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.
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We need to know the Word of God.
SATAN'S TOP PRIORITY — ROBBING US OF GOD'S WORD

Sharpen Your Sword

If we do not have the Word in our minds and our spirits, we cannot
defeat Satan and his followers with the Word. Jesus wants us to
have abundance in all walks of our life. If we do not have this, we
have been robbed by Satan. We must know who we are in Christ
to realize that we have already won the war!

Parable of Farmer

A Revelation for Victory

The Parable
Mark 4:3-8

Jesus Explained Parable
Mark 4:14-20

“Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow.

And it happened, as he sowed, that some seed fell
by the wayside; and the hirds of the air came and
devoured it.

Some fell on stony ground, where it did not have
much earth; and immediately it sprang up because it
had no depth of earth. But when the sun was up it
was scorched, and because it had no root it
withered away.

And some seed fell among thorns; and the thorns
grew up and choked it, and it yielded no crop.

But other seed fell on good ground and yielded a
crop that sprang up, increased and produced: some
thirty-fold, some sixty, and some a hundred.”

“The sower sows the word. And these are the
ones hy the wayside where the word is sown.
And when they hear, Satan comes immediately
and takes away the word that was sown in their
hearts.

These likewise are the ones sown on stony
ground who, when they hear the word,
immediately receive it with gladness; and they
have no root in themselves, and so endure only
for a time. Afterward, when tribulation or
persecution arises for the word's sake,
immediately they stumble.

Now these are the ones sown among thorns;
they are the ones who hear the word, and the
cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches,
and the desires for other things entering in choke
the word, and it becomes unfruitful.

But these are the ones sown on good ground,
those who hear the word, accept it, and bear
fruit: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a
hundred.”

Many have understood this parable to refer to the seed of
salvation being sown and the different results of evangelism and

this is true.
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However, Jesus said that He was talking about the Word of God.
Jesus taught that when we receive a new understanding of God's
Word, Satan’s number one priority is to immediately steal it from
us. This could be God's Word as it applies to any area of our lives.

How many times have you heard people say that after a close
time with the Lord the trials always come? After a wonderful
conference or seminar, everything seems to “fall apart.” Jesus
said this is Satan coming to steal the Word.

One of Three Things Occur
When the Word is sown there are three things that can happen:

+ Satan may steal the Word immediately if we become
offended when Satan brings tribulation and persecution.

+ The worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth or by
sinful desires.

+ The Word can be encouraged to take root and spring
up.
Tribulation / Persecution

Jesus warned them that tribulation and persecution would arise for
the Word's sake.

Mark 4:17 ... and they have no root in themselves, and so endure only for a
time. Afterward, when tribulation or persecution arises for the word's sake,
immediately they stumble.

Satan Comes Immediately

Satan knows that if the revelation of God's Word is allowed to
remain in our hearts, by that same Word, he (Satan) can be
defeated. While he has many plans and strategies to bring defeat
into our lives, his top priority is always to rob us of the revelation of
the Word of God. Jesus said Satan always comes when the Word
is received into our hearts.

Mark 4:15 And these are the ones by the wayside where the word is sown.
And when they hear, Satan comes immediately and takes away the word that
was sown in their hearts.

Some Seed Produces Good Results

But some seed is planted in good ground and produces much fruit,
some thirty-fold, some sixty and some one hundred. That is great
productivity. The seed of the Word of God is alive and powerful.

Mark 4:20 And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear
the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and
some an hundred.
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JESUS CALMED THE SEA

We Have a Choice

When Jesus finished teaching, He and the disciples went out in
the boat. Soon Jesus was asleep in the back. Then Satan came
with the worries of this life.

Mark 4:35-41 On the same day, when evening had come, He said to them, “Let
us cross over to the other side.”

Now when they had left the multitude, they took Him along in the boat as He
was. And other little boats were also with Him. And a great windstorm arose,
and the waves beat into the boat, so that it was already filling. But He was in
the stern, asleep on a pillow. And they awoke Him and said to Him, “Teacher,
do You not care that we are perishing?”

Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace, be still!” And
the wind ceased and there was a great calm. But He said to them, “Why are
you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith?” And they feared exceedingly,
and said to one another, “Who can this be, that even the wind and the sea obey
Him!”

The storm which came up was one of the tribulations or
persecutions Jesus had said Satan would bring as soon as the
Word was sown. Notice the disciples' reaction. They were
offended. “Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?” They
were offended because Jesus was sleeping and not afraid as they
were, and they accused Him of not caring.

When Satan brings tribulation and persecution against us in an
attempt to rob us of the Word of God, we have a choice. We can
thank the Lord for warning us so that we are not ignorant of
Satan's schemes and then rebuke him. We can become offended,
lose our joy and thereby allow Satan to rob from us the revelation
of God's Word which has been sown into our hearts.

How often when the tribulation and persecutions come, have we
begun to cry out and blame God?

“Teacher, don't you care that we're going to drown?
“God, Don't you care my children are going astray?

“God, don't you care that sickness
has come against my life?

“God, don't you care that | can't pay my bills?”

When we allow ourselves to become offended and blame God for
the storms in our life, we are allowing Satan to rob us of the
precious seed of God's Word.
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Speaking by Faith

Speaking with Authority

Be Alert

God's Armor

Our Authority

A positive action of faith is necessary if we are going to keep the
seed of the Word in our hearts and expect a great harvest of thirty,
sixty or even a hundred times what was sown. Faith comes by
hearing the Word.

Mark 4:40 But He said to them, “Why are you so fearful? How is it that you
have no faith?”

Instead of becoming offended when the storms of life come
against our boat, we must stand up against the devil and boldly
speak the Word of God in faith. Who can this be? Jesus was the
Son of Man, the Last Adam and walked in authority and dominion.

Mark 4:39 Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace,
be still!” And the wind ceased and there was a great calm.

Even though Satan is a defeated foe, he will do every thing to
keep us from walking in our God-given authority. We must be alert,
on guard and ready to overcome every attack against our lives.
We must know who you are in Christ.

1 Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about
like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.

By faith, we are to put on God's armor so that we can stand
against the devil's schemes.

Ephesians 6:10,11 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power
of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil.

When we do this, we will find ourselves standing up to the devil in
the middle of the storm.

Ephesians 6:13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be
able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

Jesus' work is complete! He has already defeated the devil and
his demons.

On earth, He created men and women
to walk in authority.
He has restored our authority, and now,
we must rise up and demonstrate that the devil
is a defeated foe. We must forcibly advance the
kingdom of God on this earth.
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WHAT IS THE CHURCH?

First Mention

Foundational Truth

Built by Jesus

Overcomes Gates of Hell

Throughout the Old Testament, worship had always centered
around the tabernacle, the temple, or a synagogue. There was no
church as we know it today.

When Jesus first mentioned the church, He also revealed the
three things which were to characterize it above all its other
functions.

It would be built by Jesus.

It would be a victorious overcoming army which would
prevail against the gates of hell.

It would have the power to bind and loose.

Matthew 16:13-18 When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He
asked His disciples, saying, “Who do men say that |, the Son of Man, am?”

So they said, “Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or
one of the prophets.”

He said to them, “But who do you say that | am?”

And Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God.”

Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh
and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.

“And | also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will build My
church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.”

The word, Peter means a very small rock whereas the rock upon
which Jesus would build His church was a very large rock more
like the one from which the headwaters of the Jordan flow.

Peter knew by a revelation from God that Jesus was the Christ,
the Son of God. This was the truth upon which the church was to
be built.

The first characteristic of the church is that Jesus would build it. It
would not be built by men, by men's traditions or programs.

The church is not a fort in which to hide in fear. The second
characteristic of a church is that the gates of hell will not overcome
it. Gates represent governments.
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THE GATES OF HELL

THE KEYS RESTORED

It is important to understand what Jesus meant when He said the
gates of Hades would not overcome the church. In our time, we
think of a gate as an opening in a fence or wall.

What are the Gates?

In biblical times, the government and business of a city was
conducted at its gates. Therefore, the gates while providing
security to a walled city, also became a reference to a city’s or a
nation’s government. King Solomon referred to this in one of his
proverbs.

Proverbs 31:23 Her husband is known in the gates, when he sits among the
elders of the land.

When God blessed Abraham, he referred to possessing the gates
of his enemies. That was a blessing.

Genesis 22:17 In blessing | will bless you, and in multiplying | will multiply your
descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the
seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies.

Genesis 24:60 And they blessed Rebekah and said to her: “Our sister, may you
become the mother of thousands of ten thousands; and may your descendants
possess the gates of those who hate them.”

To possess the gates of the enemy means to take over and
control its government. Today, we are to possess the gates of our
enemies in the spirit realm. By authority, dominion and
aggressive, violent, spiritual warfare the gates are taken by force.
King Solomon spoke of this.

Proverbs 14:19 The evil will bow before the good, and the wicked at the gates
of the righteous.

Keys of Kingdom

Matthew 16:19 And | will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth will be loosed in heaven.

With these keys, we can establish God's will and God's kingdom
on earth. We have the power to bind and the power to loose. On
earth, dominion has been restored to His church. Every time we
force back the evil forces we are advancing the Kingdom of God.

We have established that the keys refer to the authority on this
earth. The keys can either lock or unlock the gates which we have
seen are the governments over any entity, whether it be a person,
a family, an organization, a city, a state or a nation.
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Keys to Rule

Restored to Man

Keys to Bind and Loose

These were the keys of authority which God gave to mankind
when He created man and woman in His own image. He gave
authority to man over everything on earth including the Devil.

Genesis 1:26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the
air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth.”

These keys were the authority which Jesus restored to mankind
as a new creation after His resurrection and ascension to the
Father. Since these keys were restored to their original owners on
this earth, they were no longer to be misused as the keys of death
and Hades. They became known as the keys of the kingdom of
heaven. We must learn to recognize and walk in the authority and
dominion Jesus has restored to us. Jesus uses the simple things
of life to teach us.

The church has the power to bind and loose.

Matthew 16:19 And | will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth will be loosed in heaven.

There are three things which we need to learn about the church
from this first time Jesus mentioned it.

4 The church would be built by Jesus on the revelation from the
Father that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God.

4 The gates of Hades would not be able to hold out against the
church.

4 The church would be given the keys of the kingdom of heaven
on earth and have the power of binding and loosing.

PRINCIPLE OF BINDING AND LOOSING

Jesus Bound Strong Man

Who Is Strong Man?

Jesus talked about binding the strong man.

Matthew 12:28,29 But if | cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the
kingdom of God has come upon you. Or else how can one enter a strong man's
house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? And then he
will plunder his house.
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What Is Binding?

Realm of Authority

Spoil his House

Cast out Spirits!

The strong man is Satan or the ruling demon which he has
assigned over a government, an organization, or over a person's
life. Jesus entered the strong man's house and bound the strong
man — Satan and his ruling demons.

We bind Satan and then his ruling demons by saying with
authority,

“Satan, | bind you in the name of Jesus!”

To bind, means to limit Satan or a demon ruler over a particular
situation where God has led us into spiritual warfare. God has
given each of us authority in our realm.

As an example, when we tie a dog with a chain that is fastened to
a stake, the dog can only go a certain distance. He is limited from
reaching beyond the length of the chain into the area from which
we have bound him. We have limited his realm of influence. This
is what the word, bind, means.

God has given each of us a realm, an area of authority in our life,
our family, our neighborhood, our workplace, and in every area to
which He sends us. Know who you are in Christ. Bind the strong
man and impact your realm.

Next, we are to spoil his house. We do this by commanding the
demons under the strong man's authority to, “Get out in the name
of Jesus!” We can know the identity of these spirits by operation in
the spiritual gifts of the discerning of spirits and the word of
knowledge. We can also know their identity by their obvious
functions. Some of these are: Occult spirits — Hindering spirits —
Unclean spirits — Lustful, perverted spirits — Spirits of infirmity —
Tormenting spirits — Spirits of suicide.

By casting out these spirits we are spoiling the strong man's
house. When his house is spoiled, he becomes helpless and we
can command him to leave in the name of Jesus.

Luke 11:21,22 When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his
goods are in peace. But when a stronger than he comes upon him and
overcomes him, he takes from him all his armor in which he trusted, and divides
his spoils.

Jesus has already disarmed the powers and authorities and made
a public spectacle of them. He has ascended far above all of them
and is seated on the right hand of the Father. What we bind on
earth is bound in Heaven. What we loose on earth is already

loosed in Heaven. This is an accomplished fact in heaven, but we
need to do it on earth.
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SATAN'S POSITION

Made of No Effect

No Longer our Captor

Works Are Destroyed

Jesus by His death and resurrection, made Satan of no effect, a
big zero. The only thing Satan can do is what the church allows
him to do.

Hebrews 2:14 (Amplified Bible) Since, therefore, [these His] children share in
flesh and blood - that is, in the physical nature of human beings — He [Himself]
in a similar manner partook of the same [nature], that by [going through] death
He might bring to naught and make of no effect him who had the power of
death, that is, the devil.

We are set free from the fear of death and bondage.

Hebrews 2:15 ... and release those who through fear of death were all their
lifetime subject to bondage.

By the accomplished work of Jesus in His death and victorious
resurrection, men and women need no longer be held captive to
the fear of death. When we discover this truth, we are set free and
completely delivered from bondage and fear of the devil.

Why was the Son of God manifested? To destroy the works of
Satan! To make a public spectacle of them! Satan is a defeated
foe. We need to know our authority and dominion in Jesus Christ.

1 John 3:8 He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might
destroy the works of the devil.

Colossians 2:15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public
spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.

SLEEPING CHURCH IS AWAKENING!

When Jesus came to this earth to destroy the works of the deuvil,
He temporarily laid aside His authority as God. On earth as the
Last Adam, He walked and ministered with authority and dominion.
Satan was completely defeated by Jesus. He was brought to
naught and made of no effect. Jesus made a big “zero” out of the
devil. He is defeated.

Now, this authority and dominion are the keys which have been
restored to redeemed mankind who, through faith, are now His
church and His body on earth. As a defeated foe, the only thing
that Satan can do on this earth is what we, in our ignorance, have
been letting him do. With this revelation from God's Word, we can
rise up and bind Satan and his ruling demons. We can pull down
the strongholds of Satan when we bind the strong man and spoll
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his house, when we command demon spirits to flee in the name of
Jesus.

2 Corinthians 10:4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in
God for pulling down strongholds.

The church, which Jesus said He would build, has been a
sleeping giant. Now, it is awakening to operate in its God-given
authority and it will demolish the strongholds of Satan and forcibly
advance the Kingdom of God!\

Group Discussion

1.

Discuss some things that could be considered “the cares/worries of this world”
which choke the Word and make it unfruitful.

Share a couple, short examples of tactics that Satan tried in your life in order to
keep you from walking in your God-given authority.

What revelations did you receive about Matthew 16:13-18 after learning about the
historical meaning of the word “gates?”

Self Study
1. We have the power to bind and to loose. Are there any areas in your life in which

you need to be more proactive with binding and loosing? If so, what areas?
Write them down and start using the authority and dominion that God has given
you.

2. What did you learn about binding the “strong man?” (Matthew 12:28-29)
3. Satan is a defeated foe. He can only do what the Church allows him to do. Can

you think of any areas in your life in which you have allowed him access or
power? What can you do to change this?
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JESUS HAS THE KEYS

Session Six
The Keys to the Kingdom

Jesus defeated death! Jesus took the keys of hell and death away
from Satan. Once Jesus had delivered our sins to the depths of
Hades, it was not possible for Him to be held captive there any
longer. Jesus restored the authority, dominion, and kingship to His
Church. He restored to us everything that Satan had stolen.

We know that God wants us to live in total dominion and authority
over Satan because He sacrificed His own Son to restore all that
He had created us to be and to do on this earth.

All that Jesus did on this earth, His life, His death, and His
resurrection was so that we could once again be restored. He did
it so that we could walk in authority and be victorious over Satan,
his demons, and everything on this earth.

Acts 2:24 ... whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it
was not possible that He should be held by it.

THE BLOOD OF JESUS — AN OVERCOMING KEY FOR VICTORY

Adam's Sin — Death

Revelation 12:11a And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the
word of their testimony.

When God created Adam, He breathed into Adam His own life.
This life was not limited to one isolated part of Adam's body. God
put His life in his lungs, where it was transferred into the blood of
Adam. It was being continuously pumped to every part of Adam's
body.

Moses wrote that the life of a creature was in the blood.
Leviticus 17:11a For the life of the flesh is in the blood ...

Through sin, Adam lost the life of God which was in his blood.
This life could only be restored to man through God's plan of
redemption. For man to be restored to God's image, he must once
again have the life of God in his blood.

In God's plan of redemption, His Son Jesus would shed His own
blood.

Hebrews 9:22 And according to the law almost all things are purged with
blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission.

The penalty for sin, which was death, had to be paid by a perfect
Substitute who had not lost the life of God in his blood through sin.
Conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of a virgin, Jesus had not
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inherited the blood of Adam. He became that perfect Substitute
who willingly gave up His life by shedding His own innocent blood.

Through Jesus' Blood We Have

Forgiveness of Sins

Our redemption is in the blood of Jesus.

Ephesians 1:7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of
sins, according to the riches of His grace ...

1 Peter 1:18,19 ... knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible
things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from
your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot.

Justification and Salvation

Fellowship

Redemption

We were justified and the righteousness of God was restored to
our lives by the blood of Jesus.

Romans 5:8,9 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having now been
justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.

The perfect justice of God was satisfied and we were saved from
God's wrath because Jesus became our Substitute and bore our
penalty of death by shedding His blood on the cross. Only by
partaking of the shed blood of Jesus which has God's life in it, can
we once again have God's life in us.

John 6:53 Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, | say to you, unless you
eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you.”

The blood of Jesus will remove all of the effects of sin upon our
lives so that once again the life of God can be restored.

1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all
sin.

Our redemption and our total forgiveness is through His blood.

Colossians 1:13,14 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and
translated us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.

Without receiving the sacrifice of redemption and God's gift of
salvation through the shed blood of Jesus, there is no way for man
to be forgiven and restored.
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Are Without Spot

Able to Serve

Have Confidence

Have Peace

Hebrews 9:22 And according to the law almost all things are purged with
blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission.

Hebrews 9:12 Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood
He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal
redemption.

Hebrews 9:14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from
dead works to serve the living God?

So God cleanses us from guilt and enables us to walk in the
presence of God.

Ephesians 5:27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and
without blemish.

Through the blood of Jesus, we are cleansed so that we may
serve God.

Hebrews 9:14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from
dead works to serve the living God?

Just as Adam walked in daily fellowship in the presence of God
before he sinned. Now, by the blood of Jesus, mankind, freed
from all guilt and condemnation, can once again walk boldly into
the presence of God.

Hebrews 10:19 Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the
blood of Jesus ...

Peace and reconciliation are made possible through His blood.

Colossians 1:19,20 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should
dwell, and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on
earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.

Restored to Original Position

Sin alienated mankind from God; The blood of Jesus overcame
Satan, redeemed and restored mankind to the life of God through
the new birth. Satan came to steal, kill and destroy man whom
God had created in His exact likeness and image on this earth.
Through sin, man had lost his relationship with God. Man was
helpless in Satan's attacks upon his life. By God's plan of
redemption through the shedding of the blood of His own Son,
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Covering of Protection

Victory

man could be completely restored to his original created position
and relationship to God. By the blood of Jesus, by faith and
obedience, man, once held in hopeless defeat, could once again
become a victorious overcomer.

Even as the priest in the Old Testament took the blood of the
sacrificial lamb and sprinkled it on the mercy seat of God to
become a covering or atonement for the sins of the people, even
so today, by faith, the blood of the Lamb becomes a covering of
protection for redeemed mankind.

Through the blood of Jesus, we have victory!

As we walk in forgiveness, in obedience to God and by faith, we
can boldly say:

“Satan, | am covered by the blood of Jesus!”

“My family and my possessions are covered by the
blood of Jesus!”

“Satan, you have been overcome by the blood of
Jesus!”

“Because of the blood of Jesus, you cannot touch me!”

Even as Jesus overcame Satan by His blood, we too can be
overcomers by the blood of Jesus! By the protection of His blood,
no weapon formed against us can prosper.

Satan was overcome by the blood of Jesus.

The key of the authority of the blood of Jesus has been given to
each one of us who through that blood have been redeemed. With
the powerful key of His blood, we are overcomers and Satan will
continue to be defeated in our lives.

WORD OF GOD — AN OVERCOMING KEY FOR VICTORY

Word in Testimony

Word Brings Victory

Revelation 12:11a And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the
word of their testimony.

The “word of their testimony” could just as accurately be
translated “the Word in their testimony.” Our testimony is what we
speak. When we stop speaking the problem, our thoughts or our
fears and begin to boldly speak what God's Word says about our
situation, then we, too, will become overcomers.

In order to have God's word coming continually out of our mouths,
it is necessary that we read, study, and meditate on that Word.
Then it will become a deeply rooted abiding faith within our lives.
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Sword of Spirit

Jesus is Victorious

Speak the Word

1 John 2:13,14 | write to you, fathers, because you have known Him who is
from the beginning. | write to you, young men, because you have overcome the
wicked one. | write to you, little children, because you have known the Father. |
have written to you, fathers, because you have known Him who is from the
beginning. | have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the
word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the wicked one.

These young men were said to be strong overcomers because
they had the Word of God abiding in them. As they boldly spoke
that Word out of their mouths in their God-given authority and
dominion they had overcome the wicked one. When tempted,
Jesus said, “Deuvil, It is written.”

In Ephesians, our weapon for victory in battle is described as “the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” The Word of God
when spoken out of our mouths becomes a mighty weapon
against which Satan has no defense. As we speak the Word of
God with authority, we will overcome Satan in our lives. The sword
of the Spirit is the Word of God.

Ephesians 6:17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God.

Revelation 19:13-16 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name
is called The Word of God. And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white
and clean, followed Him on white horses.

Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the
nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He has on His
robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.

What is the Weapon? — The Word of God — the Sword of the Word.

And where is the Word of God — In His mouth! We need to get the
Word of God in our spirit. But Satan is not defeated until we speak
the Word out of our mouths.

How did Jesus overcome Satan’s temptation? He spoke the Word,
“It is written.”

Matthew 4:10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is
written, * You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.' “

Jesus' very name is The Word of God.

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.
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Word Cannot Return Void

Words Create

Words Have Authority

Word In — Word Out!

+ we are more than conquerors.
4+ we are overcomers in his name.

God spoke of the power of His Word through Isaiah.

Isaiah 55:11 So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not
return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what | please, and it shall prosper in
the thing for which | sent it.

God spoke of the healing power of His Word through David.

Psalms 107:20 He sent His word and healed them, and delivered them from
their destructions.

The Word that we speak with authority is effective in
accomplishing the things that please God. God's Word promises
us that it will prosper!

Words have the power to create.

Hebrews 11:3 By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the
word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which
are visible.

How did God create the earth? He spoke the word.

Jesus spoke the Word with authority.

Luke 4:36 So they were all amazed and spoke among themselves, saying,
“What a word this is! For with authority and power He commands the unclean
spirits, and they come out.”

It is good to know the Word, but until we meet our situations with
the Word of God spoken out of our mouths, we will not have
victory! Jesus spoke the Word with authority and power.

The God-kind of faith:
+ Believes the Word,
+ Speaks the Word, sowing seed
+ Sees the Word accomplish miracles.

The Word of God cannot fail as we continue to speak with
authority and dominion. It is like a seed which will grow and
produce fruit, a tiny acorn will produce a mighty oak tree. A farmer
does not pull up the seed weekly or monthly to see if it is growing.
He believes if he does his part, the seed will produce. In order for
us to operate in dominion on earth for which we were created,
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Jesus has given us, His church, the keys of authority for victorious
spiritual warfare. As we discover these keys and how to use them
effectively, we will find ourselves living in victory over the struggles
of life. We will find ourselves becoming what Jesus has already
declared us to be:

Seek to say and do the will of God that His kingdom and His will
may be done here on earth. God watches over His word to
perform it. Jesus taught us to pray, Lord, your will be done on
earth as it is in Heaven. Am | speaking His word and His will in my
realm of authority? Take the overcoming key, the Word of God,
and speak the word.

Jeremiah 1:12 Then the LORD said to me, "You have seen well, for | am ready
to perform My word."

1 Peter 2:24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we,
having died to sins, might live for righteousness - by whose stripes you were
healed.

Psalm 107:20 He sent his word, and healed them, and delivered them from
their destructions.

Isaiah 54:17a No weapon formed against you shall prosper ...

Philippians 4:19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in
glory by Christ Jesus.

1 John 2:14 | have written to you, fathers, because you have known Him who
is from the beginning. | have written to you, young men, because you are
strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the wicked
one.

We can overcome by His word. Pray like Jesus taught us to pray.

Matthew 6:10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven.
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Group Discussion
1, Why is the life of a creature in its blood?

2. Discuss how the blood of the Lamb becomes a covering of protections for
redeemed mankind.

3. What things did Satan steal from mankind after the Fall that Jesus restored after
the resurrection?

Self Study

1. Words are powerful. Words create. Write down a couple of times that you
created something with your words, whether good or bad.

2. We overcome by the blood of the Lamb and the word of our:
Look up the verse and fill in the blank.

3. Satan is not defeated until you speak the Word (that is in your spirit) out of your
mouth. Practice speaking the Word of God out loud (don’t just think it).
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Session Seven
The Name of Jesus

THE NAME OF JESUS — OVERCOMING KEY FOR VICTORY

An Awesome Right

When we use the name of Jesus, we are speaking with the
authority of Jesus. When we speak in that name, it has the same
effect as if Jesus were standing there speaking to the situation. He
has given us the right to use His name. As we use that authority,
we can move from victory to victory.

Prior to the completed work of Jesus on the cross, no one would
dare to speak the names of God. They were considered too holy
to be spoken aloud. They were inscribed inside the Most Holy
Place and were only known to the High Priest. One extra-biblical
historian said one reason the Jewish leaders were so upset with
Jesus was because he knew and used God’s names. When Jesus
gave believers the right to use His name, it was an awesome
privilege and should never be taken lightly.

Signs Follow Belief in Jesus Name

Hearing from God

Using Name in Vain

Mark 16:15-18 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he
who does not believe will be condemned.

“And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out
demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if
they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands
on the sick, and they will recover.”

Since the original language had no punctuation, it could just as
accurately be translated “These signs will follow those who believe
in My name ...”

When Jesus was ministering on this earth, He was acting on
behalf of His Father.

John 5:19 Then Jesus answered and said to them, “Most assuredly, | say to
you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for
whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner.”

Now, as we minister on earth, we are to act on behalf of the Son.
We must minister according to the will of the Father. We must not
use the name of Jesus to accomplish our own desires without first
taking time to listen and hear from God.

To attempt to use the name of Jesus to accomplish our own
desires without first discerning God's will, would be to use His
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Name above all Names

Demons Submit to Name

Believe in Name

name in vain. It is an awesome privilege to use the name of Jesus.
Listen and hear God’s direction before using His name.

Deuteronomy 5:11 You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for
the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain.

The name of Jesus is above every other name.
+ Every sickness and disease has a name.
+ Every demon power has a name.
+ Every person has a name.
+ Every scheme of the devil has a name.
+ When the name of Jesus is spoken, demon powers flee.

+ When the name of Jesus is spoken, cancer and all
other diseases have to bow.

+ When the name of Jesus is spoken, Satan's schemes
are defeated.

+ The name of Jesus is a name above every other name.
Every knee shall bow in submission to the Lordship of
Jesus when His name is spoken in faith.

Demons know the power of the name of Jesus and they will
submit to that name.

Luke 10:17,19 And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the
devils are subject unto us through thy name.

Behold, | give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all
the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.

Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.

All authority has been given to Jesus. He has given that authority
to us by authorizing us to use Jesus' name.

Because Jesus was the Son of God — He had all authority in
heaven.

Because Jesus was the Son of Man — He had all authority on
earth.

We are commanded to believe in the name of Jesus.

| John 3:23 And this is His commandment: That we should believe on the name
of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment.
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Ask in His Name

We are to believe in the name of Jesus for eternal life.

John 3:18 He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God.

John 20:31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.

We can have full assurance of our salvation because we believe
in His name.

We are instructed to ask in the name of Jesus.

John 14:12-14 Most assuredly, | say to you, he who believes in Me, the works
that | do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because | go
to My Father. And whatever you ask in My name, that | will do, that the Father
may be glorified in the Son. If you ask anything in My name, | will do it.

As Jesus was leaving to go to the Father, He instructed His
followers to use His name. He told them that what they would ask,
He would do, so that the Father would be glorified in the Son.

John 15:16 You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you
should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you
ask the Father in My name He may give you.

John 16:23,24 And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, | say
to you, whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you. Until now
you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy
may be full.

We are instructed to ask in the name of Jesus.

Do Everything in His Name

We are to do everything in the name of Jesus. What a wonderful
privilege this is!

Colossians 3:17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

We should also consider that everything we do should be suitable
to do in the name of Jesus. To do this could revolutionize our way
of living.

APOSTLES USED NAME OF JESUS

Power in His Name

The apostles and the early believers in the book of Acts boldly
used the name of Jesus with miraculous results.

Acts 3:1-10 Now Peter and John went up together to the temple at the hour of
prayer, the ninth hour.
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Faith in His Name

Healing in His Name

Salvation in His Name

And a certain man lame from his mother's womb was carried, whom they laid
daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms from those
who entered the temple; who, seeing Peter and John about to go into the
temple, asked for alms.

And fixing his eyes on him, with John, Peter said, “Look at us.” So he gave
them his attention, expecting to receive something from them.

Then Peter said, “Silver and gold | do not have, but what | do have I give you: In
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.”

And he took him by the right hand and lifted him up, and immediately his feet
and ankle bones received strength. So he, leaping up, stood and walked and
entered the temple with them — walking, leaping, and praising God.

And all the people saw him walking and praising God. Then they knew that it
was he who sat begging alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they
were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.

Peter explained that the key to using the name of Jesus was to
release the authority of that name by faith.

Acts 3:16 “And His name, through faith in His name, has made this man strong,
whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which comes through Him has given
him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all.”

As a result of this healing Peter and John were arrested, held in
custody overnight, and threatened by the religious leaders not to
speak any more in the name of Jesus. Peter boldly answered their
question about this healing by saying:

Acts 4:10 ..."let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised
from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole.”

Belief in the name of Jesus brings miracles to pass in the life of
the Believer.

As a result of Peter and John using the name of Jesus in
ministering healing to the crippled man, the number of believing
men grew to about five thousand.

Acts 4:4 However, many of those who heard the word believed; and the
number of the men came to be about five thousand.

Our precious salvation is in the powerful name of Jesus.
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Man's Fear of His Name

Peter and John were threatened by the religious leaders not to
speak in that name again.

Acts 4:17,18 “But so that it spreads no further among the people, let us
severely threaten them, that from now on they speak to no man in this name.”

And they called them and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the
name of Jesus.

Boldness in His Name
At that moment, a spirit of boldness came upon Peter and John.

Acts 4:29,30 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that
with all boldness they may speak Your word, by stretching out Your hand to
heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy
Servant Jesus.

Philip Preached His Name

Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning
the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were
baptized.

Arrested Because of Name

Saul of Tarsus was sent to arrest those who called upon the name
of Jesus.

Acts 9:14 And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call
on Your name.

Chosen to Carry His Name
Paul was chosen by God to carry the name of Jesus to the world.

Acts 9:15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to
bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel.”

Preached Fearlessly in Name

Acts 9:27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. And he
declared to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had
spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of
Jesus.
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Group Discussion

1. The name of Jesus is above every other name. Discuss the different categories
of things, from your notes, that have names.

2. Why do demons have to submit to the name of Jesus
3. Why does everything have to have a name?

Self Study

1, Think about the significance of names. Do you have any close friendships with
people with whom you don’t know their names? Why do you think a person’s
name is important for intimacy?

2, Realize that using the name of Jesus is a privilege. Take time to listen and hear
from God to discern God’s will before you use Jesus’ name.

3 Practice using the name of Jesus with bold faith. What miraculous results occur?
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Session Eight
Victorious Spiritual Warfare

SIGNS AND WONDERS IN NAME OF JESUS

Every knee, every demon, every illness must submit to the name
of Jesus. There is power in the name of Jesus.

Deliverance Through Name

What the fortune-telling slave girl kept saying sounded good in the
natural, but it was from the wrong source.

Acts 16:17, 18 The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men
are the servants of the most high God, which shew unto us the way of
salvation. And this she did for many days. But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned
and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out
of her.” And he came out that very hour.

Paul recognized the spirit behind her words and spoke to that
spirit.

High Honor for His Name

Acts 19:17,18 This became known both to all Jews and Greeks dwelling in
Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was
magnified. And many who had believed came confessing and telling their deeds.

As we listen to God and obey His voice, we must boldly step out
and by faith use the awesome authority of the name of Jesus.
When we do, we will experience signs and wonders in our daily
life and ministry.

Acts 4:29-31 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that
with all boldness they may speak Your word, by stretching out Your hand to
heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy
Servant Jesus. And when they had prayed, the place where they were
assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit,
and they spoke the word of God with boldness.

As we continue to use the authority and power of the name of
Jesus, we too will shake our world with the presence and power of
an awesome God. The spiritual authority given to believers is over
the earth and everything in it. However, we must never use that
authority to control people, That is the devil’s tactic.

The key for a victorious Christian life is found in the mighty name
of Jesus. We can walk with the same power as described in the
book of Acts, when we join the early believers in using the
authority of the name of Jesus.
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EQUIPPED FOR BATTLE!

Divine Power

Defeated Enemy

Brought to Nought

Now that we understand the eternal conflict and know our
authority and our powerful weapons, we are equipped for powerful,
victorious, overcoming warfare.

2 Corinthians 10:4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in
God for pulling down strongholds ...

Many have tried to enter warfare without this revelation. They
have not understood the authority they have because of who they
are in Jesus.

To them, spiritual warfare has become an intense, constant
struggle with a powerful enemy. They have become occupied with
the devil and his demons. The more their attention is centered on
the devil and demons, the bigger, meaner, and more powerful
they seem. The problem is most Christians don’t know their
authority.

Knowing our authority precedes successful warfare.

The prophet Isaiah wrote of the future of Satan. He gave us a
clear picture of his fate.

Isaiah 14:15-17 Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol, to the lowest depths
of the Pit. Those who see you will gaze at you, and consider you, saying: "lIs
this the man who made the earth tremble, who shook kingdoms, who made the
world as a wilderness..."

The people will stare at this one called Satan who is hopelessly
defeated and humiliated. They will look in surprise at this one they
thought was so big and powerful. They will see him cowering in
disgrace. They will ask, “Is this the man ...?” “Is this the man who
everyone has made such a big deal over?” They will stare at this
one who has been brought to nothing. They will look at him with
scorn. They will see him in total defeat.

When we have a revelation of who we are in Jesus, we are no
longer preoccupied with the devil. We are continually occupied
with Jesus!

The devil is a defeated foe. His power has been destroyed. Jesus
made a “zero” out of him. He has been disarmed, disabled and put
to an open shame.

Hebrews 2:14b (Amplified Version) He [Himself] in a similar manner partook of
the same [nature], that by [going through] death He might bring to naught and
make of no effect him who had the power of death, that is, the devil.
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STEPS TO VICTORY

We are at no disadvantage in dealing with the devil and his
demons. We have been given power over all of the power of the
enemy.

As we enter into warfare, it is to be from the position of confident
assurance and faith that we are going to win. We are to enter into
warfare from the position of knowledge of who we are in Jesus.
We are not to plan on an intense struggle with a powerful enemy.
We are, instead, to look forward to joyful victory as we
demonstrate the fact that the devil is already defeated.

The devil is not a “big deal.”
Jesus is the “Big Deal!”
We can do all things through Him!

Confession of Sin

Commitment

Separation from World

The power and authority of the believer is not a “toy” to
accomplish our own selfish desires. We must be in complete
harmony with the will of God.

If we are to be victorious in our spiritual warfare, we must first
repent and confess our sins to God and receive His forgiveness.
Be sure there is no open door that gives the devil an opportunity
to attack us else we could be like the sons of Sceva that ran out
naked and wounded.

Acts 19:16 not in the original.
The apostle John told us how to do this.

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

We must commit our lives, one-hundred percent, to Jesus as Lord
of our lives.

Romans 12:1,2 | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that
you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is
your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that
good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

We must separate ourselves from involvement with the affairs of
the world.

2 Timothy 2:4 No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of
this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier.
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Laying Aside our Desires

No Spiritual Specialist

Have an Attitude of Love

No Compromise

We must lay aside our own desires and be led by the Spirit of God.
We, like Jesus, must say, “l only do what | see my Father doing.”

John 5:19 Then Jesus answered and said to them, “Most assuredly, | say to
you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for
whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner.”

God has given every believer certain realms of authority over:
+ Our life.

+ Our marriages, children and families. We are one in
spirit.

+ Where we live — neighborhoods, cities, nations.
+ Where we are sent by God to minister.

Often we will not be released in our spirits to go into warfare over
a stronghold of the devil in an area outside our God-given realm of
authority. God wants the believers in that area to learn their
authority and to pull down strongholds. We need to take dominion
over those things God leads us to do.

In God’s kingdom, it is not His plan that spiritual warfare and
deliverance be accomplished by calling in, or going to, a specialist
or a “high-powered demon chaser.” Instead, as the apostle James
wrote, every believer is to resist the devil and he will flee from you.

James 4.7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.

As soldiers, men and women of faith in God’s army, we must not
become arrogant and harsh in our attitude toward others.

Philemon 1:4,5 | thank my God, making mention of you always in my prayers,
hearing of your love and faith which you have toward the Lord Jesus and
toward all the saints.

We must be hard on the devil and the demons, but we must
continue to walk in love toward other people. We hate the deuvil,
but we love people.

As we walk in a close relationship with God — without a mixture of
compromise, sin or worldliness in our lives — God will warn us of
Satan's strategies for our defeat by the operation of the spiritual
gift of the discerning of spirits. The closer we are to God, the more
aware we will be of the presence of evil, deception, compromise
or mixture when it comes.
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THE ARMOR OF GOD

We must keep our eyes on Jesus. If Satan or his demons get in
the way — deal with them, resist them, cast them out — cast down
thoughts and imaginations that are not of God. We are then to
keep our eyes on Jesus as we praise Him for the victory.

2 Corinthians 2:14 Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in
Christ, and through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place.

Our Power

Our Struggle

Our Armor

God has provided us with armor for the battle we are in. The
apostle Paul did not write that we were to put on our armor; he
wrote that we are to put on God's armor.

When the knights of medieval times put on their armor and their
helmets and dropped the visors over their faces, they looked like
powerful, muscular, dangerous warriors to the enemy. Regardless
of the shortcomings of the body on the inside of that armor, they
looked like mighty warriors.

When we put on God's armor, we look just like God to the devil.
Then all we must do to win the battle is talk like God, walk like
God, and act like God!

We are to operate in God's mighty power. We are not to go into
battle in our own strength.

Ephesians 6:10,11 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power
of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil.

Ephesians 6:12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age,
against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.

Paul reminds us that our struggle is not with flesh and blood, but
with rulers, authorities, and spiritual forces of evil. Our struggle is
not in the areas of the natural world, but in the spiritual realm.

+ Belt of Truth
+ Breastplate of Righteousness
¢+ Feet Shod with Gospel

Ephesians 6:13-15 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be
able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore,
having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of
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righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of
peace.

Paul repeated the word “stand” three times. First, he said that
when the evil day comes, we would be able to stand our ground.
Then he said that after we have done everything, we should stand.
Finally, he said, stand firm then with the breastplate of
righteousness in place, and our feet shod with the preparation of
the gospel of peace. We are not at a disadvantage.

The truth is the Word of God. For it to be a protection for us, we
must know what it says. The truth sets us free.

Our breastplate of righteousness is the righteousness of God. We
are not required to be perfect, but we are required not to have
known sin in our lives for this breastplate to be in place.

Our feet are to be shod with the preparation of the gospel of
peace. The preparation is our part and that is by studying the
Word of God.

Paul wrote to Timothy,

2 Timothy 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who
does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth

¢ Shield of Faith
¢ Helmet of Salvation
¢ Sword of the Spirit

Ephesians 6:16,17 ... above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And take the helmet of
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

We are to use the shield of faith to quench the fiery darts of the
devil. The fiery darts are thoughts, temptations, sicknesses and
other strategies Satan throws at us. We are to extinguish them
through faith in God and faith in His Word.

Isaiah 54:17a No weapon formed against you shall prosper ...

The helmet of salvation is put on when we receive salvation. This
is a salvation that not only settles our eternal destiny, but one that
restores us to all that we were created to be when we were
created in God's image. The helmet of salvation allows us to
renew our minds to the full revelation of our salvation.

Romans 12:2a And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind.

This renewing of the mind comes through the washing of our
minds by the living “water” of God's Word as we read, study and
meditate on it until our thoughts become His thoughts.
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Victorious Praying

Ephesians 5:26 ... that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of
water by the word ...

We are given one offensive weapon and that is the sword of the
Spirit which is the Word of God. Paul tells us more about the
sword of the Spirit in the book of Hebrews.

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

The Word of God is our belt of truth, the covering for our feet and
our sword! Can there be any doubt of the importance of studying
the Word?

Once we have by faith, put on the full armor of God, we are to
pray in the Spirit on all occasions.

Ephesians 6:18 ... praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit,
being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the
saints.

As we keep praying in faith for all the saints, using our restored
authority, we will see the strongholds of Satan fall. We will
become valiant in battle and will rout the forces of Satan.

Hebrews 11:33,34 ... who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the
violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made
strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.

2 Corinthians 10:4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in
God for pulling down strongholds.

Romans 8:37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him
who loved us.

The weapons of our warfare are mighty.
Walk in victory in Jesus’ Mighty Name.
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Group Discussion

1. In discussing the armor of God, Paul repeated the word “stand” three times. Why
is “standing” so important in regards to warfare?

2. Itis important not to have any open doors that could allow Satan access into our
lives. How do we know if we have any open doors?

3. Why are we given only one offensive weapon in the armor of God?

Self Study

1. In your life, do you find yourself more occupied with Jesus or preoccupied with
the devil? If the latter is true, what can you do personally to be more occupied
with Jesus?

2. How can you prepare your feet with the Gospel of peace?

3. Pray that your mind would be renewed to the full revelation of your salvation.
Remember also how important it is to put on God’s armor in your daily life.
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